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U N I T E D – K I N G D O M 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Kubilay Kitapcioglu   

Time of travel: August 2018 – September 2019   

Destination: London, England 

Travelled alone: yes 

Trip in 3 words: best – experience - ever 

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N  

Q: Hello Kubilay, thanks for your time! Can you tell me where in the United Kingdom you 

    have been and why? 

K: I only went to London and Brighton. In 2018 I went to London after my Abitur for a Work 

     & Travel. I have to say I liked both cities but the English sea in Brighton is not really what 

     I was used to as a Turkish man. 

Q: I can imagine! The warmth is probably missing. You told me that you lived in London for  

     a while. What tip immediately comes to your mind for readers when you think of the city? 

K: You should definitely stay away from too touristy places since they are super expensive. 

     By that I mean, for example, the London eye, the boat tours and so on. Especially since  

     there are so many things you can do for free or at least for less money: see the changing of  

     the guards, go to all beautiful markets, go to museums (which are usually for free but with  

     donations), or go to parks like the Richmond Park.  

Q: I see, what do you think is special about this country? 

K: England is worth travelling to because even for a European country they are so different 

     from us in many ways. For example: If you want to go out on a Sunday night – you can. 

     What makes it also so special is that people mind their own business. You could literally 

     walk around naked, and no one would look at you. Same goes with the way you dress. 

     People don’t care.  

Q: That really sounds different from German behavior. Are there more differences or 

     similarities to Germany?  

K: Everyone is always late In London!!! Even to work! That is the biggest difference between 

     the English and the usual punctual Germans. But the GPs (family doctors) give you so 

     much of their time. They will talk to you, ask about how you are and if somethings 

     bothering you. A huge difference to German doctors in my opinion.  

     A similarity to Germany would be, I guess, the fact there are so many laws. The health 

     insurance is also quite similar. 
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T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: how can students’ save money? And what is an easy way to get to know new people? 

K: That’s difficult. London is expensive. You should really try to get a part time job if you’re 

     planning to stay longer. Also, ask for student discount everywhere you go. Try to cook at 

     home, since eating is expensive as well. In terms of get to know new people: Go out 

     clubbing! You WILL befriend a million people! 

Q: Sounds like they know how to party. So, which places would you recommend, especially 

     for students? 

K: Just any pub. They usually have cheap beer and food. Besides all the places I listed, you 

     can go anywhere in Shoreditch or Vauxhall. Usually, places in the south are cheaper and 

     for ‘’younger people’’ 

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything differently?  

K: I would have tried to get a better paying job, since I was really broke. I worked as a Cellar 

     Manager. Also, I would be more careful with my phone… 

Q: More careful with your phone?  

K: That was the worst experience in London. My friend form Germany came to visit me and 

     we went to a restaurant, unfortunately my phone got stolen and all the pictures we took 

     that day were gone as well. 

Q: So that was your worst experience, right? What was your best one?  

K: I have met a few of my best friends in London, and it was honestly the best experience for 

     me. That’s why I would always recommend to people who can afford it: move to another 

     country! You grow in so many ways: How to save money, how to behave at work, see who 

     you can trust and who you cannot… 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: What is the best way to get from A and B?  

K: The bus would be the cheapest! But I guess the tube. The train comes every 2-4 minutes 

     which is just so comfortable. 

Q: Where is the best place to party and where to find out about upcoming Events? 

K: Honestly it depends on your likings. You like house or techno? Go to ‘’fire’’ or ‘’union’’ 

     in Vauxhall, but: prepare yourself for a party all night long. Do you like pop? Then go to 

     ‘’heaven’’ (usually if you get a wristband from ‘’soho’’ then the entry is only a pound). Do 

     you like RnB? Go to one of the many Spanish clubs around London. 

Q: What is the political situation, are you affected by it as a traveler, do you notice 

     something? 

K: I have the feeling that the English don’t really like foreigners, but there are so 

     many different people with different cultural backgrounds, so you don’t really notice any  

     hate. 
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B R A Z I L 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Sarah Mair   

Time of travel: November 2019 – March 2020   

Destination: Brazil 

Travelled alone: yes 

Trip in 3 words: unique – beautiful - colorful 

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N  

Q: Hey Sarah, where have you been to, and why? 

S: So initially I was in Rio, for 2 weeks, to visit my family. After that I was in Recife, which  

     is in the northeast of Brazil. Almost no one knows it, I would say. Then I was in João  

     Pessoa and Natal. The reason was that I wanted to embrace life, since my roots are also in 

     Brazil. 

Q: The northeast is rather less known to tourists. Would you recommend traveling there? 

S:  Brazil is better known for Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo. But if you really want to go on a 

     beach vacation, I can only recommend the northeast. There are also desert dunes where 

     you can ride camels or buggies. It's really beautiful there. 

Q: Are there any advices you want to share with us? Is there anything you should pay 

     attention to? 

S: Rio is dangerous. It is best to find out about the area where you want to go before you get 

    there. By this I mean that as a tourist the probability of being robbed is higher. However, 

    the city is really very beautiful. I personally was not robbed, but you should still be 

    careful and not stand out too much. 

Q: Brazil also has a different culture than we Europeans usually know. Is it worth going there 

     just because of the culture? 

S: Yes, in any case. Most tourists are attracted to Carnival. The cities become colorful; you 

    get to know the culture. During Carnival, the history of Brazil is also shown, at least in part. 

    For example, they show how the Africans mixed with the Catholic religion, or how the 

    Indians are also part of the history... It is very impressive, and loud! 

Q: We also know Fasnacht here in Germany. Is it comparable? 

S: Celebrations are held just as they are here. There are also music groups or people who 

    dress up. However, the Carnival time is much longer than here in Germany. There are also 

    no sweets or the like distributed. 

Q: Okay, so it's somewhat similar. What would be a very big difference to Germany? 

S: People. They are much more open. People invite you all the time, even if they are poorer. It 

    is also a poor country in comparison, but Brazilians love to spend their money. That's why 

    all the stores are always full to the brim. The saying of the Brazilians is ''they only live for 
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    one day''. Also, people often call their neighbors uncles or aunts because they have a close  

    relationship with them, even though they are not part of the family. 

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students save money in Brazil? 

S: Actually, you do not have to save. The euro is worth much more and accordingly we are 

    doing very well over there. What I can still recommend is to look for flights early, because 

    they are expensive. Of course, you can also go to very fancy restaurants, then you also get 

    rid of a lot of money. But usually, you can get by very well. 

Q: What is the best way to meet other people? 

S: I think when you go to parties or festivals it comes naturally. Brazilians are very open. One 

    problem, however, could be the lack of English skills. Most Brazilians, especially older 

    ones, don't know how to speak English. However, you can get by very well with Spanish. 

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything differently? 

S: I wouldn't have wanted to do anything differently. Maybe I would have liked to see more - 

    but I am very satisfied with my experiences there. 

Q: Sounds good! Would you share with us your best and worst experience during your trip? 

S: The best experience was Fasnacht. That was really cool. I didn't like the beginning of 

    Corona so much. It wasn't directly because of Brazil, but I almost didn't get home at the end 

    and that gave me a headache for a while. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local drink or food shouldn’t you miss out? 

S: Caipirinha! Regarding the food, there is feijoada. This is a bean stew. Typical are also the 

steakhouses. It is mostly all you can eat with a lot of local food. 

Q: Okay. If we want to go from one steakhouse to the next, what's the best way to get from A 

     to B? 

S: For long distances I would definitely recommend the plane. For domestic flights you pay 

    about 60€. For distances under three hours, you can either rent a car, which is relatively 

    cheap. Alternatively, there is the app ''blablacar'', so carpooling, or buses. 

Q: Do you recommend carrying cash with you?  

S: You should always have some cash with you. In case the misfortune happens, and you are 

    robbed, it is better to give something instead of having nothing with you. In Rio, for 

    example, I even had a second cell phone. In general, you should just be dressed normally 

    and not walk around with expensive watches or brand shoes. 

Q: What about the political situation? Are you affected by it as a traveler?  

S:  As a tourist, you don't notice very much. Of course, you realize that the people are poor, 

     but from a political point of view, you don't notice anything. 
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K O S O V O 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Can Ljutoli  

Time of travel: every summer, for 4 weeks   

Destination: Kosovo 

Travelled alone: no (with family) 

Trip in 3 words: hot – landscapes - cheap 

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N  

Q: Hey Can, here we go with our introductory question: Where have you been, and why? 

C: I was in Kosovo, to be more precise in Pristina, which is the capital. We mainly went to 

     visit the family of my father's side. 

Q: Which places in Kosovo have you visited and which of them would you recommend? 

C: I honestly haven't been all over Kosovo, but to mention a city other than Pristina, there is 

     another city called Prizren, which is the second largest city. I would highly recommend it. 

     It is also called the city of lilies and reflects the culture of Kosovo very well. 

Q: and why is it worth it to travel to this country?  

C: So once to get to know the culture. There are more modern and more old-fashioned regions 

     in Kosovo. Especially people who still live according to the old-fashioned way of life 

     transmit the culture very strongly. The family in Kosovo is very important, but everyone 

     has a role in the household. In Germany this sounds strange, but the statement is not meant 

     negatively. Apart from that, which you probably wouldn't expect: Kosovo has a very 

     beautiful landscape. There are many lakes and waterfalls.  

Q: What do you think are the major differences or similarities to Germany? 

C: Similarly, I would say tourism. This has increased extremely, especially in the capital. But 

     if you look at the stores there, you notice a huge difference. There, you very regularly have 

     huge weekly markets and Sunday markets that we comparatively do not have in Germany. 

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students save money in this country?  

C: Kosovo is a country where you can trade very well. I would say that bargaining is already 

     part of shopping. So, if you are a good bargainer, you can save a lot of money. On the 

     other hand, it is a bit more difficult for tourists, because they usually get higher prices than 

     the residents. But you should remember that you should bargain everywhere. 

Q: noted. What is an easy way to meet new people? 

C: People are relatively open. You don’t have to be afraid of being rejected right away. Most 

     of the time they are happy to help tourists. Often the problem could be the language. Of 
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     course, it would be advisable to have someone with you who speaks the language, because 

     many can hardly speak English or only very poorly.  

C: In any case Prizren. There are many old towns and many castle-like buildings. Prizren is a 

     very historic city and has a lot to offer in general. 

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything differently? 

C: This will affect very few. But it is best to fly to Kosovo. We often went there by car, and I 

     think you have also experienced this with your family. This can be very exhausting and 

     takes much longer. 5 people in a car for about two days is no fun. Especially in the 

     summer! 

Q: Oh yeah, I can relate to that. What was your best or worst experience in Kosovo?  

 C: My best experience was in Pristina directly. Relatively in the city center is the football 

     stadium. Many probably think now: soccer stadiums are also in Germany and is nothing 

     special. But because the way of thinking of the Kosovars is different, the whole package 

     there is much more extreme. I'm not someone who gets excited when I go to a football 

     stadium, but there I was thrilled. Something bad did not happen to me. The worst would 

     probably be that I have certainly paid too much once. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local drink shouldn’t you miss out? What food should one try?  

C: If you drink alcohol, there is a traditional beer called Peja. I do not drink, but it is 

     recommended by everyone. For food, I would not suggest a specific dish, but Albanian 

     cuisine in general is very tasty. I personally find Fli very tasty. In principle it is just dough 

     with yogurt, but you eat it with many little things on the side. 

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

C: Yes, it makes sense. There are not everywhere the possibilities to pay with card. Because 

     not all places are very modern. It is also not dangerous, so I would recommend it. 

Q: Southeastern Europe is usually said to have a worse reputation than is actually true. What 

     is your opinion on this statement? 

C: I think there are dangerous places all over the world. But if you behave like a normal 

     tourist, then you should have no problems. People are open to tourists. 

Q: and how about the political situation? We as a traveler, do we notice something? 

C: There is a lot of corruption in the country, especially among police officers. You can also 

     see that the economy has suffered because of politics. That's why there are many places in 

     Kosovo that are still shattered or have broken roads.   

Q: That is, if you were stopped by the police with the car and driving without a license, you 

     could be saved from the situation with money? 

C: I'll put it this way: there are many things you can do to get away from it. But of course, 

     there are also rules in Kosovo. 
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S W E D E N 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Felix Huonker 

Time of travel: 2019, August 

Destination: Gothenburg, Sweden 

Travelled alone: no (with family) 

Trip in 3 words: sun – landscape – islands  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Hey Felix, where have you been, and why? 

F: I was in Gothenburg as a family trip. 

Q: You had told me that you had done some traveling outside Gothenburg. What places 

     would you recommend?  

F: All locations in Sweden. On the one hand, the cities are attractive, modern, tidy, clean, and 

    very beautiful in terms of architecture. There are countless leisure activities that you can 

    do, the bars and cafes are nicely decorated, and the people are totally friendly. When you 

    are outside the cities you get to see the breathtaking landscape. The country in general 

    exudes a calmness. 

Q: Why is it worth to travel to this country? 

F: People sit outside in the evening and the city looks lively. In Sweden and Scandinavia, 

     however, if you drink in the evening during the week, you are labeled an alcoholic. But if 

     you go out on weekends, then it's normal that you get totally drunk. I think that's a good 

     argument for any student. You can pull back if you want, or party through the weekend. 

Q: What in your opinion makes the country so special? 

F: On the one hand, the landscape. Forests, rivers, lakes and the sea are totally calming and 

    beautiful. The people are also all very nice, no one has struck me negatively. You can talk 

    to them without any problems. They are especially happy when you speak a few words in 

    Swedish with them and at least try. You immediately have a connection, and they listen to 

    you. Visiting the archipelago islands is also very special. 

Q: Sweden is always called the happiest country in the world. why do you think that is? 

F: I think that's the mentality. Trust is much greater there than here with us. People trust each 

    other and sometimes don't even have a combination lock or anything locked. The 

    craftsman, for example, is told the combination of a lock so that he can work. I also felt that 

    there is not such a culture of envy in Sweden as here in Germany. 

Q: What is different and surprisingly similar to Germany? 

F: What is similar is definitely the language. I learned a bit of Swedish and if you have a bit 

     of grammar and vocabulary, it goes quickly. It's like a mixture of English and 

    German. you can recognize a street sign right away. it's a little more difficult with the 
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    speaking because they speak so fast and have a dialect. What is different, as already 

    mentioned, are the people and the cleanliness of the cities. The people are incredibly nice.  

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: You have already indicated that Sweden is very wealthy. How can students save money? 

F: This is difficult. Alcohol, for example, is extremely expensive. The cheapest bottle of wine 

    is available there for about 7€. Going out in the evening is also very expensive. This also 

    includes the food. It is best to cook for yourself. However, the prices should not stop you 

    from visiting the country. There is an Erasmus page of Swedish exchange students in 

    Gothenburg. There are tips and tricks for everything. 

Q: So, is it also the best to meet new people through the site? 

F: Yes. There are many Erasmus pages on Facebook and Instagram. But as I said, people are 

    so open that you can just walk up to someone and talk to them. They then give out 

    recommendations so that you don't miss anything. 

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything differently?  

F: Maybe I should have prepared a little better before the trip started. Getting information 

    makes the whole tour more enjoyable and takes some stress out of it. In addition, you can 

    then probably see more. Otherwise, I was very satisfied. 

Q: What was your best experience in Sweden? 

F: My best experience was sailing around on a boat between the archipelago islands. I would 

    recommend that to anyone. The islands are so beautiful and also the boat ride gives a 

    feeling of freedom. If you go from Gothenburg, then you also have a super panoramic 

    view. Really highly recommended. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local drink and food shouldn’t you miss out?  

F: There is a drink that is called Mule. This is vodka with lime and ginger beer. That's the hit 

     there. And people like to eat cinnamon buns. 

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

F: You need a car. The buses do run, but then they pass every small village and that drags on 

     for a very long time. We never went by bus. But there are ferries to these islands, which 

     are practical. Otherwise, you have to go by car. 

Q: what about the political situation or criminality? 

F: The politics are better than in Germany, I would say. There are neighborhoods in 

    Gothenburg or Stockholm where you should not be out at night. In Malmo, cars are often 

    broken into, so it's best not to leave anything lying around. But all this is manageable and in 

    general the country is very safe. There is no need to worry.  
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J O R D A N 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Yazeed AlAbed 

Time of travel: lives there 

Destination: Amman, Jordan 

Travelled alone: - 

Trip in 3 words: can – be - better  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Hello Yazeed, where have you been in your home country and which places would you 

     recommend? 

Y: I have been almost to every place Jordan has to offer. I would recommend visiting Amman 

     as it is the capital of Jordan and offers a lot of options for eating and dining, also quite the 

     selection for doing a lot of activities. I would also recommend Petra, Aqaba, Wadi Rum 

     and the Dead Sea for tourist activities, adding to that Jerash and Ajloun are great for 

     sightseeing of some ancient structures and castles. 

Q: Why would you say it is worth to come to Jordan? 

Y: It offers some insight into the ancient history and structures that were once present in this 

     land, also the food is something you wouldn’t want to miss out on. 

Q: Your time here in Germany may have helped to clarify it. What makes Jordan so special? 

Y: It has Petra city, which is one of the 7 wonders of the world, also the Dead Sea which is 

     uniquely known for being the only sea with no life in it, hence the DEAD sea. Jordan is 

     special when it offers what it has to tourists but living there for your professional career or 

     starting a business isn’t something I would recommend, as many individuals and 

     international companies have left this space. 

Q: In your opinion, tell me what the biggest differences are compared to Germany. are there 

     also similarities? 

Y: When it comes to differences there are several, from the social life and the way you 

     interact with people, in Jordan people generally have a decent amount of complimentary 

     talk when you’d want something, while in Germany it is “dry” and straight to the point, 

     also Germany has a lot more rules, like A LOT more than Jordan and what’s even more 

     surprising is the amount of people that actually obey, follow and respect these rules, in 

     Jordan it kind of is a free-for-all. But when it comes to similarities both countries and very 

     passionate about football and it is something both sides would be willing to talk about for 

     ages. 

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: Let's move on to helpful tips, of which I'm sure you have many. how can students best save 

     money? 
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Y: While in Jordan as a student, you’d want to spend most of your time in Amman, as it offers 

     the most for day-to-day life activities, so staying in Amman would save you the time and 

     money from going to “far” places to get some groceries, also using applications such as 

     Uber or Careem is your best bet for transportation around Amman, as renting cars can be 

     quite expensive, while the public transportation isn’t something I would really recommend, 

     especially for foreigners. 

Q:  And how do you make acquaintances? 

Y: Cafes, coffee houses or Shisha places are probably your best bets, but it really depends on 

     the type of people you’re looking for which can affect the places you can look for them in. 

     But generally a decent number of Jordanians have interest in foreigners as they seek 

     interest in people from cultures outside their own and build connections and friendships 

     with them. 

Q: do you have any special places that can be recommended for students? 

Y: For students as you would be spending most your time in Amman, places you should visit 

     for food are many and countless, but one place you have to visit is Abu Jbara as it offers 

     the best Hummus and Falafel you’ll ever try, period. There are also place where you can 

     go Karting, wall climbing, water parks, laser tagging, escape rooms and many more, you 

     can always ask about them while you’re there. Also keep in mind cinemas are always 

     inside malls, cinemas DO NOT have their owns buildings. 

Q: cinemas inside the malls? good to know. What, in your opinion, is the best or worst in your 

     Jordan? 

Y: The best thing about my country would be probably the food diversity, the worst is 

     definitely corruption. If you want to work in Jordan or find out why things are the way 

     they are, I recommend reading about "WASTA". This is, in short, an attitude to life that 

     influences almost every action. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local drink or food shouldn’t one miss out? 

Y: Sahlab (specially in winter) 

Q: What’s the best way to get from A to B? 

Y: In Amman Careem or Uber, anything outside would be a car or with tourist groups 

Q: Is taking cash with you recommended? 

Y: Taking cash is definitely recommended, there are a lot of ATMs and card payment station 

     all around Amman but going outside it isn’t as readily available. 

Q: Now, please tell me about the political situation. As a traveler, do we notice something? 

Y: Politically there is a lot of corruption, yes there are good individuals who are trying to do 

     good by their people, but the oppressors surpass them in number and power so most of the 

     time they have the upper hand, as a traveler you won’t notice anything directly, but there 

     are indirect consequences that visitors will experience even if they’re visiting for a short 

     period of time (poverty, injustice, privileges and so on. 
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A U S T R A L I A 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Marco Hatwieger 

Time of travel: October 2019 – February 2020 

Destination: Australia 

Travelled alone: No (With three friends) 

Trip in 3 words: real – awesome - cool 

G E N E R A L - I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Hello Marco, thank you for your time! Let's start directly with the first question. Where in 

     Australia have you been exactly and why? 

M: Since I did a round trip through Australia, I was in almost all the big cities of the country 

      like Sydney, Brisbane, Perth, etc. I chose Australia because I wanted to get to know 

      another country and travel after my A-levels. Australia was a good choice because it is a 

      very big country where you can discover a lot. Besides, my sister has been there once and 

      was thrilled. 

Q: Australia certainly has many beautiful places, but what would you recommend most? 

M: From the cities I would especially recommend Sydney, because the people there are super 

      nice and it's right by the sea. You also don't have the feeling that you're in a big city which 

      makes it very pleasant. From the nature side, I would definitely recommend the Fraser 

      Island. It is an unspoilt island where almost no one lives with many turquoise blue lakes. 

      The nature is simply spectacular. 

Q: Sounds great, what do you think is special about Australia? 

M: The locals are so open, helpful and friendly towards everyone! you are welcomed with 

      open hands everywhere. For example, our Airbnb landlord helped us find a car and went 

      through the car check-up with us. We were also invited to dinner by a family we didn't 

      know before. Australians are the nicest people I have ever met. 

Q: Very impressive, that is almost unimaginable in Germany. Would you say that there are 

     more differences than similarities compared to Germany? 

M: Yeah, for sure! There is hardly anything in common with Germany. In Australia, no one 

     drives a small car, everyone drives an SUV because they do a lot of off-roading there. The 

     food culture is also different, in Germany they eat a lot of bread, in Australia they grill a 

     lot instead. It is also noticeable that people use water very sparingly, as there are many dry 

     seasons. We were always told not to shower for more than 5 minutes. 
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T I P S & R E C O M M O N D A T I O N S 

Q: Furtwangen University also has partner universities in Australia. How can students save 

     money there? 

M: Australia is relatively expensive, but if you pay attention to certain things, you can also 

      live there cheaply. Avoid eating out as often as possible because restaurants are expensive. 

      Cook as often as possible and buy the superstores' own brands. Get large water canisters 

      because they are much cheaper than the small disposable bottles. Many fruits are easy to 

      pick in parks, such as mangoes, so you don't need to go shopping for them. 

Q: What is the best way to meet new people? 

M: In Australia, so many people do backpacking just like me. That's why so many people stay 

      at campsites, which are a great way to meet new people. You also meet a lot of new 

      people in hostels. In general, meeting new people in Australia is very easy, as everyone is 

      very open and eager to talk. 

Q: Looking back, what would you have done differently? 

M: We should have bought better camping equipment. We should have invested more in a 

      more expensive barbecue and bought a better gas bottle. We should also have lived more 

      in the day and done what we felt like doing. We sometimes paced ourselves too much. 

Q: You must have had many wonderful experiences, but what was the best for you? And were 

     there any bad experiences? 

M: Yes, I have had so many wonderful experiences, if I have to pick one, it would probably 

      be the hike in the national park through the jungle. That was simply breathtaking. The 

      worst experience was when the four of us split up. One friend and I went a different way 

      than the other two. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

M: It depends, for backpackers who want to travel a long distance, Greyhound buses are the 

     best option. However, I would recommend every backpacker to buy their own car and sell 

     it at the end of the trip. In big cities, of course, public transport. 

Q: Which local drink or food shouldn´t you miss out? 

M: If you are on the East Coast, I would definitely try the Bundaberg Rum. It's world famous 

     and tastes very good. I would also try Vegemaite, which is a vegetable spread that tastes 

     like shit but you have to try it when you are travelling in Australia. Then I would 

     recommend kangaroo meat, which was very tasty. 
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M E X I C O 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Katya Hübner 

Time of travel: 2019 

Destination: Mexico 

Travelled alone: No (With mother) 

Trip in 3 words: adventurous - educational - exciting 

 

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 
 

Q: Hello Katya, I'm glad you took the time! Let's get straight into the interview. Where in 

     Mexico have you been exactly and why? 

K: We landed in Mexico City and then went to Celaya, where we lived for a year. The reason 

     we lived in Celaya is because we have family there. 

Q: Mexico is a very big and beautiful country with many places’ worth seeing. In the places 

     you have been, which ones would you recommend? 

K: Yes, Mexico has many incredible places. But if I had to pick two, it would be Guanajuato 

     and Cancún. Guanajuato is one of the most historic cities in Mexico, with many 

     universities. Cancún is right by the sea with beautiful beaches, perfect for tourists. The 

     special thing about the two places is that you can experience Mexico as you imagine it. 

Q: Sounds great, what do you think makes Mexico special? 

K: There are some things that distinguish Mexico. One is the landscape, which is very varied. 

     From beaches, deserts, and jungles to mountain landscapes. Furthermore, the separation of  

     rich and poor is exciting to observe. This gap is visible everywhere, and it is also 

     interesting to spend time in both extremes and get to know them better. You get the feeling 

     that people who have almost nothing still give everything.  

Q: Fortunately, the difference between rich and poor in Germany is not so great and there is a 

     relatively large middle class. Would you therefore say that there are more differences or 

     similarities with Germany? 

K: I would say there are more differences. For one, Mexico unfortunately has a much higher 

     crime and poverty rate. Murders and shootings are almost the order of the day. The culture 

     is also different in Mexico, people tend to be unpunctual and disorganized, but you get the 

     feeling that everyone does what they enjoy. People are generally much more carefree and  

     often just live into the day. 

     Of course, there are also similarities, national pride is very high, which I always notice at 

     big football tournaments. Both nations cheer for their team very strongly. 
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T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: Our University also has partner universities in Mexico. How can students save money 

     there? 

K: The first tip I would give students is to apply for a scholarship. In Mexico it is very easy to 

     get a scholarship, you can get one if you have done a lot of volunteer work or are very 

     good at a sport. It also makes a big difference in price whether you go to a private or public 

     university. Private ones are more expensive, of course, but also a lot more respectable. But 

     there are also a few public universities that have a high standing. When it comes to living, 

     I would look for a flat in the city center, which is usually not as expensive, but it is usually 

     a safe area. 

Q: Do you have any tips on how to meet new people? 

K: I would definitely go to a sports club, they are often part of the university in Mexico. There 

     are many sporting events where many people come together. I would also go to student 

     parties. They are often on the university campus, so you don't have to worry about safety 

     there. You can also take part in Mexican traditions, where you always meet new people. 

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

K: I would definitely recommend going to Querétaro for students. Querétaro is very safe and 

     has a very European feel. It is home to well-known universities such as the Tec de 

     Monterrey and the University of Anáhuac. There are also a lot of young people there and 

     you don't have to worry about staying out late at night. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local food or drink shouldn’t you miss out? 

K: For drinks, I would recommend tequila, mezcal and michelada. I think everyone knows 

     tequila, but mezcal is a similar form of tequila, of which there are so many different 

     flavors in Mexico. Michelada is also very popular, but it varies from region to region. 

     Where I come from, it's Corona beer with a mixture of seafood, chili powder on the rim of 

     the glass and a lot of lemon. For dinner I would recommend tacos, if you are in 

     Mexico you must eat tacos. 

Q: Mexico is a highly rated criminal country. What is the best way to get from A to B? 

K: Definitely Uber. I always use Uber as it is the safest and also relatively cheap. You can 

     always follow the route live on your mobile phone to see if the driver is taking the right 

     route. It is much safer than taking a taxi. 

Q: Because of the crime rate, it is probably not advisable to carry a lot of money with you, am 

     I right? 

K: Yes, you are right. I wouldn't carry a lot of money around with me, because it can happen 

     that you get robbed. I would hide most of the money in my shoe and maybe 50 pesos in my 

     pocket. Because no one will believe that you don't have any money on you, so at least you 

     can give the criminals the 50 pesos. 
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N E T H E R L A N D S 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Laura Dinter 

Time of travel: July 2020 

Destination: Amsterdam, the Netherlands 

Travelled alone: no, with 4 friends 

Trip in 3 words: beautiful – high - delicious 

GENERAL - INFORMATION 

Q: Where have you been, when, with whom and why? 

L: I was in Amsterdam in July 2020 with four friends for a relaxing holiday.  

Q: Which places have you visited and which of them would you recommend (or not and 

     why)? 

L: The city is the most worthwhile. Amsterdam is beautiful. Especially Vondelpark, which is 

     must-see. There is a beach nearby on a lake that you can easily reach by bike, but it's not 

     worth it, you should rather go to the coast. 

Q: Can you recommend the bicycle to get around the city? 

L:  You must cycle, but you should be careful because there is already a lot of traffic on the 

      cycle paths. It's also very cheap and you can really rent it everywhere and park it again. 

      That's very practical. By the way, you usually need a credit card to rent a bike.  

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

L: For the weed, definitely. Nevertheless, it's also worth it for non-smokers. The people are 

    nice and talk to you on the street. The city has many beautiful parks and squares. There are 

    also many small cafés that invite you to linger. Everything is really pretty. The city is 

    actually sightseeing enough and very inspiring. You can just go for it. We always cycled in 

    one direction and then explored everything on foot.  

Q: What makes the country special? 

L: The people and their openness and positivity. No one is grouchy, everyone is friendly, 

     polite and smiling and you feel very comfortable there. 

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly like Germany? 

L: The friendliness of the people is different. Similarly, there are many shops that are also 

     available in Germany, but somehow there are no real supermarkets in Amsterdam. They 

     are more like small shops with a small assortment and high prices, for example, like in 

     some German petrol stations. What is the same as in Germany is that they take great care 

     of nature and there are flowers everywhere. 
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T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students save money in this country? 

L: You might not want to eat out so much, because it can get expensive quickly. However, 

     there are many bistros and stalls where you can get something quickly and cheaply. I can 

     also recommend the typical vending machine shops, where you can always get fresh and 

     tasty snacks. Amsterdam also has a lot of healthy restaurants, which is also highly 

     recommended. You should also avoid the famous coffee shops, as they are very expensive 

     and you pay more for the brand than for a good product. Also, don't get a tattoo (laughing). 

Q: What is an easy way to get to know new people? 

L: There are a lot of raves and parties, also outside in the parks. In one park, for example, we 

     simply approached a large group and they invited us directly to chill with them. You just 

     have to be open and approach people. 

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

L: The parks, but not necessarily the Vondelpark, it's always a bit unrelaxed because 

     of the police presence there. There are many smaller parks that are just as good. There is 

     also a smoke boat over the canals of Amsterdam, which is highly recommended. You 

     combine relaxing with sightseeing and also learn a lot about the cannabis culture in 

     Amsterdam. 

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything differently? 

L: The trip to the beach at the lake was unnecessary, we should have gone to the sea instead. 

     Otherwise, I should have been more open to the people from the beginning. You can just 

     approach people there and shouldn't just chill in your group. 

Q: What was the best and/or the worst experience on your trip? 

L: The best was the overall package. I was pleasantly surprised at how beautiful the city is. I 

     was really flashed by it. 

Q: Do you have a special moment of your trip that you want to share with us? 

L: The day in the park with the group of Dutch people. It was really relaxed there. They 

     invited us directly and offered us their snacks and drinks. It was also sunny and warm that 

     day and the green meadow and the flowers in the park have a nice atmosphere. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Where is the best place to party and where to find out about upcoming events? 

L: You can hear a lot in the parks, and there are sometimes parties there, too. Or just in the 

     clubs. There you often get flyers for other clubs, and you can find enough things. 

Q: What were your language skills like, and did they improve during your stay? 

L: I don't know Dutch, but everyone knows English. You can get by very well with that. 
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C U B A 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Sam Sadaghiani  

Time of travel: June 2016 

Destination: Cuba 

Travelled alone: no, with family 

Trip in 3 words: exploratory – unseen – humbling  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N  

Q: Where have you been, when, with whom and why? 

S: I was in Cuba with my family in June 2016 to discover the exciting country and broaden 

    our horizons. 

Q: Which places have you visited and which of them would you recommend? 

S: Cuba is a very special country that is strongly influenced by communism and is therefore 

     very special. We first went to Havana, which is one of the biggest and most beautiful cities 

     there. It is historically very interesting and is the best place to see the famous Cuban houses  

     and cars. You also see a lot of features of communism there. Then we went to Trinidad,  

     which is near the sea. It is a historical one, but still relatively unknown. It's a great place to  

     explore on foot, because everything is very compact and there are many great restaurants   

     with good food. In a short time, one gets to see a lot there. It is also architecturally very  

     different from Havana, as there are many narrow streets. Finally, we went to Holguín, which  

     is surrounded by dense forests. There are many luxury resorts in the forests, which is very  

     inviting to relax. These cities are really worth visiting, as they all have something different 

     to offer. So, we got to know different facets of the country.  

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

S: Cuba shows you what communism does to a country. You are away from the European 

     world and learn to appreciate things in Europe. You immerse yourself in a foreign world and  

     can discover many sights and interesting people there. 

Q: What makes the country special? 

S: What makes the country special is what actually weakens it, and that is communism. You  

     have the feeling you are visiting a place where you are set back 50 to 100 years. Everything 

     is very limited to the fundamental things and there are no superfluous luxuries. 

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar to Germany? 

S: Everything is different. For example, the rental cars there have no navigation system, so we  

    always drove with a map. It is also not recommended to drive at night, but during the day it  

    is even more beautiful. Similar to Germany are the many beautiful cars that drive around  

    there, even if they look very different. The automotive world is just as interesting there as it  

    is here. 
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T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  

Q: How can students save money in this country? 

S: You should find out where there are cheap street restaurants. In general, however, Cuba is a  

     cheap destination, and you can travel there relatively cheaply. 

Q: What is an easy way to get to know new people? 

S: There are many bars and clubs where many locals go, and you can meet many young people  

     there. I wouldn't approach people on the street because they are not trustworthy. 

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

S: I would recommend Trinidad and Havana. In Trinidad, you can immerse yourself in a world  

    away from commercialisation and relax in one place at a reasonable price. You are  

    surrounded by beautiful nature, the sea and a tranquil old town. Havana is a world-famous  

    city, and not without reason. You simply have to see this city. 

Q: What was the best and/or the worst experience on your trip? 

S: My best experience was driving around the country with my dad in an old school way with  

     a map while my mom entertained us. The worst experience was when we sometimes ate at  

     the wrong roadside restaurants. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S  

Q: Which local drink shouldn’t you miss out? What food should you try definitely? 

S: In Cuba, there are mega delicious stews. To drink, of course, there are very tasty cocktails. 

Q: Where is the best place to party and where to find out about upcoming events? 

S: Definitely in Havana. During the day you can already see many things where you can go in 

     the evening. There is also a lot going on in the streets, but there are also a lot of bars and  

     clubs. 

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

S: I would definitely take cash with me and leave credit cards and other valuables at home. 

Q: What is the political situation? Are you affected by it as a traveller, do you notice anything? 

S: Communism is very much in evidence there. This is noticeable in the fact that people are  

     dissatisfied, that there are no opportunities for development. The young people there are  

     very frustrated and there is a lot of poverty. You should avoid walking around with  

     expensive clothes and jewellery so as not to attract attention. 
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F R A N C E 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Lukas König 

Time of travel: 2012 

Destination: Guadeloupe, France 

Travelled alone: No (With family) 

Trip in 3 words: hot – fun - exciting 

 

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

 
Q: Hello Lukas, thanks for your time! Where have you been, and why? 

L: I was in Guadeloupe, for those who don't know where it is exactly, it's an island in the 

    Caribbean Sea and belongs to France. We wanted to go there for a holiday and visit my 

    grandparents, who are from Guadeloupe. 

Q: If you type Guadeloupe into Google, beautiful pictures come up. Which of the impressive 

     things would you recommend? 

L: I couldn't agree more. The thing I would recommend is a hike on the volcano Soufrière. 

     You walk through a rainforest and there you can swim at spectacular waterfalls. You also 

     have a very good view from the volcano. Nearby there is a volcanic beach, the special 

     thing about the beach is the color, because the sand is black. I would recommend 

     wearing flip-flops or adilettes there, otherwise you'll burn your feet. 

Q: Sounds great, what do you think is special about Guadeloupe? 

L: Firstly, the climate, it is very warm there, temperatures rise up to 35 degrees. Nevertheless, 

     it rains almost every day 1-2 times. At least that's how it was the days we were on the 

     island. There are also beautiful white sandy beaches with crystal clear water. If pure beach 

     life is too boring for you, you can also do sports in the mountains. 

Q: Would you say that there are more differences than similarities compared to Germany? 

L: In any case, there are more differences than similarities with Germany. If you look at 

     nature alone, there are so many beaches, warm seas and rainforests. The climate is also 

     much more tropical than in Germany. Life in the cities is also different, with animals 

     running around everywhere, like chickens, for example. People also do different work for 

     the most part, many still work in the fields, there is a lot of sugar cane cultivation in 

     Guadeloupe. In general, there are many tropical fruits on the island. The only thing they 

     have in common is that in the cities there are also the big supermarket chains that you 

     know in France, like SuperU or Carrefour. 
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T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: What is the best way to get to know people? 

L: During the day you meet lots of people on the beach. There are some volleyball nets hung 

     up, people are actually always playing there. You can simply ask if you can join in. The 

     same goes for football, just ask. In the evening, it's very good to meet people in bars or 

     clubs. French is a prerequisite, of course, because very few people speak English. 

Q: Looking back, what would you have done differently? 

L: One thing comes directly to mind. I should have put on sunscreen much more often. I had 

     the most severe sunburn I've ever had, it hurt everywhere, and my entire skin peeled off. 

     That's why I would recommend everyone who comes to Guadeloupe to put on enough 

     sunscreen, because I wouldn't wish such an experience on anyone.   

Q: You've learned something for life: always use sunscreen. Do you have a special or funny 

     moment that you want to share with? 

L: We were once on a small island with my grandparents. My grandpa is a chain smoker and 

     is very addicted to cigarettes. When he didn't look after his packet of cigarettes for a 

     moment, my little sister took it and buried it somewhere in the sand. My grandpa went 

     crazy because he wanted to know where the cigarettes were. After a while, my little sister 

     showed him where she had hidden the cigarettes. That was pretty funny. 

M O R E - S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

L: It's definitely the car. The infrastructure there is not yet so well developed, which is why 

     there is not so much public transport. The area is a bit too hilly for cycling. 

Q: Which local drink or food shouldn´t you miss out?  

L: Our relatives cooked; it was really delicious. We had colombo, which is chicken with rice, 

     courgettes and a really good spice. 

Q: What is the political situation? Have you been affected by the political situation? 

L: The situation is very tense at the moment, as Guadeloupe belongs to France, the inhabitants 

     pay taxes to France. But they see nothing of the taxes paid, neither the job situation has 

     improved nor the infrastructure. During Corona, the situation worsened because many 

     people work in tourism and then had no job. That's why many emigrated to mainland 

     France to get better jobs. 

     I was 10 years old at the time, so I was not influenced by the political situation. 
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V I E T N A M 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Sonja Thai 

Time of travel: Almost every summer  

Destination: Vietnam 

Travelled alone: No (most of the time with family) 

Trip in 3 words: heartily – wholesome food – sultry 

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Hello Sonja, thank you for your time! Let´s start directly with the first question. Where in 

     Vietnam have you been exactly and why? 

S: As I have been to Vietnam several times, I have already visited a lot of cities. I have been 

     to Saigon, Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh, a city in the south of the country. The last time I was 

     there was with my family before Corona in the summer to visit my relatives. My whole 

     family on my mother's side lives in Vietnam. 

Q: Wow that's always great to have family in other countries. I've never been to Vietnam, 

     which place would you recommend to me? 

S: There are so many beautiful places in Vietnam. For people who like to go to cities, I would 

     recommend the capital Hanoi and Ho Chin Minh. They are among the biggest cities in the 

     country. Hoi An is also recommended, it's a lantern city. At night, many lanterns shine in 

     different colors, very dreamlike. Vietnam's nature has just as much to offer; there are 

     beautiful beaches and magnificent mountain landscapes. Many tourists simply drive across 

     Vietnam by motorbike or bus. 

Q: Sounds great, what do you think is special about Vietnam? 

S: In any case, the culture. The people are very spirited and very warm. Besides, the 

    Vietnamese food tastes so good. It is also very cheap for tourists to spend their holidays 

    there. The people are always in a good mood. 

Q: Looks like I need to take a holiday to Vietnam. Would you say that there are more 

     differences than similarities compared to Germany? 

S: There are clearly more differences. People are much more open, they talk a lot, they are 

     also much more relaxed than Germans. You don't stick to the rules as much, which has 

     advantages and disadvantages. Vietnamese are early risers, there is already a lot of activity 

     on the streets at 6 a.m. Instead, they take a nap in the afternoon when it is very warm. In 

     Vietnam, everything revolves around food, when you meet friends, you go out to eat. 

     There are little stands everywhere where you can buy food. 

     To be honest, I hardly find anything in common with Germany. 
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T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 
 

Q: How can students save money? 

S: Students can stay in hostels and Airbnb, which are very nice and relatively cheap. At the 

    street markets, you can also save money by negotiating with the vendors. Buyers want to 

    sell their products to non-Vietnamese for much more, because they assume that they have 

    more money. 

Q: If you are going to Vietnam alone, what is the best way to meet new people? 

S: I would say hostels. I've never been to a hostel in Vietnam, but my friends have told me 

     that you often meet new people there. As in any other country, the club is also a good 

     option or if you are doing city tours. 

Q: Looking back, what would you have done differently? 

S: I would have liked to do the tourist activities. As I was travelling with my family all the 

    time, we did not see most of the tourist activities and sights.  

Q: I can totally understand you on this point. You must have had many wonderful 

     experiences, but what was the best for you? And were there any bad experiences?  

S: The best experience for me is always sitting on the side of the road in a coffee shop or 

     restaurant talking to my friends and watching people go about their daily lives. It's so 

     much fun for me to let the Vietnamese culture affect me like that. I haven't really had such 

     a bad experience, but if I had to say one, it was the monsoon. It rained for almost a month 

     straight and there was almost nothing you could do except stay at home. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q:  Which local drink or food shouldn´t you miss out? 

S: Definitely Vietnamese coffee, the coffee is freshly filtered directly at the table. They add 

    condensed milk and ice cubes, it tastes so good. For food, I would recommend Bánh Mi. 

    It's a baguette with pork or tofu, and noodle soups are also really good. A rice noodle soup 

    with beef. 

Q: Sounds very tasty! What is the best way to get from A to B? 

S: If you are in town, I would rent a moped. Everyone in the city rides around on a moped. If 

    you want to travel further distances, for example from one city to the next, there are special 

    buses for sleeping that run at night. 

Q: What were your language skills like, and did they improve during your stay? 

S: Since I grew up bilingual, I am relatively fluent in Vietnamese. I also spoke Vietnamese 

    there all the time. I don't know to what extent the people there know English well, because 

    I never spoke English with them. 
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C Y P R U S 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Josefin Aleksic 

Time of travel: Summer 2017 

Destination: Ayia Napa, Cyprus  

Travelled alone: no, with family 

Trip in 3 words: relaxing – adventurous – family  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Where have you been, when, with whom and why? 

J: I was in Ayia Napa, a beautiful town in the south-east of Cyprus, with my family in the 

    summer of 2017. My parents had been to Cyprus the year before for their wedding  

    anniversary and then wanted to go there again with us children. 

Q: Which places have you visited and which of them would you recommend (or not and  

     why)? 

J: Ayia Napa is located directly on the town and is actually not that big, but still relatively  

    spacious. The town has a lot to offer and of course the sea. There is an extreme party mile  

    there, where you should be a little careful in parts. From Ayia Napa, you can also make  

    many great excursions into the hinterland. There are high mountains and beautiful churches.     

    The excursions give you the opportunity to see a lot of the real Cyprus and not just 

    lie on the beach.  

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

J: In the Greek part, the Greek culture and food are very good. In addition, the sea and the beach  

    are beautiful, and the water is warm and good for swimming. Many of the hotels also have  

    large pools, which are very pleasant to refresh yourself in. The humidity in the country can  

    be very high, but the climate is bearable. 

Q: What makes the country special? 

J: The Greek culture there makes the country special. The food and the dances are very similar  

    to Greek culture. The people are very peaceful and don't have the cynicism and hatred that  

    you sometimes find in Germany. Everyone is very relaxed, nice, and helpful and you feel  

    very comfortable there. 

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar to Germany? 

J: The work ethic is different from Germany. In Cyprus, everything happens very slowly, for  

    example, in a restaurant it can happen that you must wait a while until a waiter serves you.  

    Of course, this can be annoying if you're in a hurry, but it doesn't really bother you because  

    you're on holiday. The currency is the same as in Germany. You can pay in euros, which is  

    very convenient. 
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T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  

Q: How can students save money in this country? 

J: Because Ayia Napa is the party mile, there are also a lot of budget hotels for students for  

    easily 50 euros per night, which are perfectly fine and clean. The food is also relatively cheap.  

    Sure, there are expensive, fancy restaurants, but you can eat pizza and gyros cheaply. The  

    tours you can take there are affordable and worthwhile even for students. 

Q: What is an easy way to get to know new people? 

J: Definitely the party mile and the hotel lobby or the terraces with the bars. There are a lot of  

    young people there and you quickly meet new people. Ayia Napa has a very broad clientele  

    and is suitable for families as well as students. 

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

J: Everything happens around the Hard Rock Café. There is the centre with many restaurants  

    and cafés. There is also a carnival with many attractions. You are right in the middle of the 

    action and there are many opportunities to save money and have a cheap drink.   

Q: What was the best and/or the worst experience on your trip? 

J: My sister's birthday dinner was the highlight. We went to a very good restaurant. What was  

    also very nice was that we sat together as a family every evening in a hotel bar and had a  

    drink.  

Q: Do you have a special moment of your trip that you want to share with us? 

J: It was the last real summer family holiday. Sitting around the table in the evening and talking  

   were always the best moments for me. I'm also a big bubble tea freak and one day we had one  

   and a waffle. We then all sat at a small rancid table with plastic chairs, and everyone was  

   happy. It was a nice family moment. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: What ist he best way to get from A to B? 

J: In Ayia Napa, everything is within walking distance, as it is not so big. Sometimes it's a bit  

    far, but in the evening the temperatures are pleasant, otherwise it's okay to take a taxi. 

Q: Where is the best place to party and where to find out about upcoming events? 

J: You can find that out very quickly via Instagram, for example. I can highly recommend Niki  

    Beach. It's not that expensive and it's easy to get in. In the city centre is the big party mile,  

    where you can always find a place to party. 

Q: What is the political situation? Are you affected by it as a traveller, do you notice anything? 

J: Cyprus has a conflict with Turkey. Towards the capital Nicosia, you can already see more of  

    it. For example, you see many destroyed buildings that were attacked during the war and  

    many churches that were destroyed. Cyprus is a very religious country, so it was always very  

    emotional when you were told about it on the tours. In the southeast and on the coast,  

    however, you don't get much to know about that. 
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S P A I N 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Enna Ramadani 

Time of travel: May 2019 

Destination: Málaga, Spain  

Travelled alone: no, with 3 friends 

Trip in 3 words: spontaneous – eventful – enjoyable  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N  

Q: Where have you been, when, with whom and why? 

E: I went to Málaga in Spain in May 2019 with three friends. We had Spanish at school and  

     had to take an oral exam, so we thought we'd go to Spain to practise some Spanish. 

Q: Which places have you visited and which of them would you recommend (or not and  

     why)? 

E: We went to the botanical garden, where there are many plants that are not found in  

     Germany. That was really nice. In the city there are many shops for shopping and many  

     cafés in small side streets, where there are also many locals. The city has a lot of sights and  

     a big, famous church. I can also recommend the Pablo Picasso Museum, which you can  

     discover with an audio guide. The great thing about Malaga is that the beach is right in the  

     city, so you can go straight from the city to the sea at any time. In the evenings, there are  

     lots of options for partying. What I can't recommend are the shisha bars. The shisha doesn't  

     taste good there (laughing). A bit away from the city, there is a gorge with a river. You can  

     hike there, which I highly recommend. The only important thing is to wear shorts and take  

     plenty of water with you, as it is very strenuous, but definitely worth it.  

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

E: Málaga is a beautiful city. It is warm and sunny there all year round and it is also called the  

     "sun city". The people there are very open and friendly. It is said of many countries that  

     the people there are very hospitable, but in Málaga it was noticeable how nice the people  

     are. What is also very special is that you can look from the coast to Africa. That is a very  

     special feeling. 

Q: What makes the country special? 

E: I don't think it's extremely different from Germany. You don't have culture shock and you  

     feel very comfortable. What is noticeable is that the people there are very relaxed and  

     open, for example, there are also many gay people in public. There is a lot going on in the  

     city and there is music everywhere. People dance in the streets and there are many street  

     performers to watch.   

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar to Germany? 

E: The people are very open. That's different. We were at a school like that and the students  

     came right up to us and asked if we wanted to go out for a drink or a party tonight. You  
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    would never experience that in Germany. What is also different is that all the shops in  

     Spain, except for the big supermarkets, are closed at lunchtime because they take a siesta. 

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  

Q: How can students save money in this country? 

E: Especially if you want to party, you can save a lot of money, because there are promoters  

     everywhere in the city and on the beach who shower you with vouchers for free drinks or  

     free entry to their bars and clubs. On the party mile of Málaga, you can get into most bars  

     for free and drink a lot for free. In addition, you can get a student discount on many sights  

     and activities and quickly pay only half the price, so it is worth taking your student card  

     with you. 

Q: What is an easy way to get to know new people? 

E: You meet lots of new people on the beach and in the cafés. They also come up to you and  

     talk to you. You don't know that from Germany. You can simply approach people and  

     connect with them and ask if they want to do something. 

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

E: I would recommend everything I have done. Even the gorge is awesome, even if you don't 

     like hiking. The party mile is also great. You can go bar hopping because you can get in  

     everywhere for free with your vouchers. Plus, the beach is huge and in the middle of the  

     city. You can go shopping all day and then go straight to the beach and have dinner in the  

     evening. Everything is close together and you don't really need to take a bus within the 

     city. 

Q: What was the best and/or the worst experience on your trip? 

E: The best experience was definitely the gorge, but that was also my worst experience. You  

     should wear good shoes with which you can hike and also get into the water, because  

     otherwise you will get blisters on the way back. You should also take enough water and  

     snacks with you because you get very hungry. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

E: The best way to get there is by bus. Buses take you everywhere, even at night. The bus  

     system there is great and easy to understand and uncomplicated. Taxis are too expensive. 

     The best thing is to go to a tobacco-shop in the morning and buy a bus stamp card, then  

     you can take 10 journeys for 60 cents.  

Q: What were your language skills like, and did they improve during your stay? 

E: I should have spoken a bit more Spanish. Everyone can speak English, you don't need  

    Spanish. The only funny thing was that the Spaniards our age are very bad at English and  

    understand very little. You must speak Spanish with them, so you should be able to speak a  

    little Spanish if you want to meet new people. 
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U N I T E D - A R A B - E M I R A T E S 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Celina Koll 

Time of travel: March 2020 

Destination: Dubai, United Arab Emirates  

Travelled alone: no, with friends 

Trip in 3 words: adventurous – exciting – relaxing   

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Where have you been, when, with whom and why? 

C: I was in Dubai and Abu Dhabi in March 2020 with some friends. I had a birthday over that  

     time and wanted to celebrate it there.   

Q: Which places have you visited and which of them would you recommend (or not and   

     why)? 

C: I was in the Dubai Mall. It is extremely big and consists of several levels. You can do  

    everything there, like shop, eat and go to the cinema. There is also a huge aquarium with  

    fish, sharks, rays, and turtles. There is even an ice rink where you can skate. It's a bit like its  

    own city. Besides the Dubai Mall, I also went to many of the other sights, like Dubai  

    Marina, the fountain shows at Burj Khalifa and the Golden Market. Of course, I also went  

    to the sea. It's very nice because it's very clean and well-kept, but you must be out of the  

    water by 7 pm, which is also heavily controlled by security personnel. So, the beach day is  

    a bit short. I also did a desert tour once outside Dubai. We drove through the dunes in jeeps.  

    That was pretty rough, and you have to be careful not to get sick. We also went quad biking  

    and camel riding. In the evening, we went to a small desert village and ate there. During the  

    meal, there were various actors such as belly dancers, snake whisperers and fire breathers.  

    It was an experience like something out of the Arabian Nights.   

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

C: The service in Dubai is simply unbeatable. For example, in restaurants and hotels, the staff  

     are extremely attentive to their customers and to making sure that visitors have a good  

     time. Also, there is a lot to do in Dubai and it is very clean. What makes Dubai special is  

     the modernity and futurism. It is very impressive. There are the latest technologies  

     everywhere and everything is very big and impressive. That's very cool to see. It's a  

     different world there than here and I felt like I was in a painted world. Also, Dubai is very  

     safe, and you don't need to be afraid. Even at night you can walk around alone as a woman. 

Q: What makes the country special? 

C: Everything seems a little surreal. You don't get much of the Arab culture and traditions in  

     Dubai because everything is very touristy. The only thing you see are people wearing  

     traditional clothes. It all feels very staged. You can tell that the lifestyle in Dubai is very   

     superficial for tourists and that there is more appearance than reality behind it. What is       

    great about Dubai is that there are a lot of successful people there. You can build up a good  
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    network there and make many contacts and get to know valuable people from whom you  

    can learn a lot. 

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar to Germany? 

C: There are some differences. You just notice that in Dubai there is a stricter structure and  

     people don't dare to do as much as they would here. For example, you never see people  

     mobbing or getting into physical fights or drunks lying half-dead on the pavement. The  

     city is very clean, and everything is super big and super. It's indescribable and impressive.  

     You can see that there is a lot of money in the city. Dubai is also very modern and in  

     Germany, especially in the big cities, we have more historical buildings and just generally  

     a very different architecture. The party lifestyle is similar. You can party a lot and are not  

     restricted and you can also drink alcohol there. The best place to party is Downtown.  

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students save money in this country? 

C: So, I think if you want to save money, you should actually go in the summer, when no one  

     wants to go to Dubai because of the high temperatures. That's when the prices for hotels  

     and everything else go down. Otherwise, Dubai is a very expensive city in all respects.  

     You must reckon with a generous budget. Nevertheless, there are some options, for  

     example the beach clubs. A day ticket usually costs €50 per person. The beach club  

     "Barasti" is highly recommended because it doesn't charge an entrance fee. 

Q: What is an easy way to get to know new people? 

C: It's easy to meet new people. Everyone is very open and sociable and will talk to you or  

     compliment you. It's easy to meet new people in the beach club or at parties. Even if you  

     approach people yourself and take the initiative, you are always welcomed with open arms. 

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything differently? 

C: When you travel somewhere, you want to see the culture and traditions, so I would have  

     liked to see more of the Arab and local culture. There are certain places you can go to, but  

     I didn't know about them at the time. 

Q: What was the best and/or the worst experience on your trip? 

C: The best experience was my birthday. We had a day pass at a beach club, and they had the  

     biggest all-you-can-eat buffet I've ever seen with a huge selection. Then I even got a cake  

     as a present and the staff sang for me. In the evening we could all get ready in the  

     bathrooms and then the beach club turned into an open-air disco and then there were  

     fireworks.  

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S  

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

C: The best way is by taxi. They are actually extremely cheap in contrast to everything else. 
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S E R B I A 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Milena Milicevic 

Time of travel: Summer 2021 

Travelled alone: no  

Trip in 3 words: interesting – relaxed – beautiful  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Hello Milena, where have you been and why? Do you have a recommendation when it 

     comes to which places are a must see? 

M: I went to Serbia with my family. We visited our grandparents, autns, and uncles there. To 

      be more specific, we have been to Kukljin, Krusevac and Belgrade. I would recommend 

      all three places as they are completely different, but each place has its own charm. Kuklin 

      is a small village characterized by many farmers. The Morava River flows through this 

      village and accordingly invites you to linger or fish. Krusevac is a small town which 

      offers all the necessary possibilities for eating or going out. Also, with the historical place 

      Lazarev Grad it has something for the eyes. That’s a worth seeing remnant of the Battle of 

      Kosovo. Belgrade as the capital of Serbia also offers many beautiful places. For Example, 

      the Serbian Church of St. Sava is Serbia’s largest Orthodox church, which is worth a visit 

      due to its impressive paintings, mosaics and much more 

Q: Why do you think is it worth to travel to this country? 

M: The people’s mentality over there are very different than from those in the west. They are 

      much more open and do like to talk to individuals with a different cultural background. In 

      addition, they are friendly and hospitable. One should also try the delicious food! If you 

      are in Serbia, you will also notice that the inhabitants are proud of their culture and 

      country. The faith is also tremendous, which seems to be rooted in the culture.  

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: What is different to Germany and what is similar to Germany? 

M: As I already said, people are more hospitable and open. They treat someone like a family 

      member, and this is awesome. They pay a lot of attention to their external appearance and 

      like to suggest prosperity, even if in many cases this is not given.  

Q: How can students save money in this country? 

M: A good advice is: don’t exchange your money everywhere, because the exchange rates can 

     vary from provider to provider: never exchange in a bank! In general, food is cheaper and 

     taste better in rather small and not overcrowded places.  
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Q: What’s an easy way to get to know new people? 

M: Go to a so called kafana. It is a more traditional restaurant where you can eat traditional 

      food and, in the evening, there is music and people with drinks like beer or rakija (liquor) 

      with a nice mood. They do like to sing to the music while dancing. By the way, for 

      students I would especially recommend Belgrade, since it offers great opportunities for  

      going out and it is, compared to other cities there, quite international.  

Q: What was your best and worst experience in Serbia? 

M: The best thing was to see my family in Kukljin. I love the life there because it is so rural. 

      It radiates a certain peace and you can switch off very well together with your loved ones. 

      In General, I had only one bad experience and that was in Belgrade. The hotel room which 

      where I stayed in was dirty and also it was located above a club. So here my tip: Inform 

      yourself more accurately before looking a room – don’t be like me in that case.  

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local drink shouldn’t you miss out and what food should we try in Serbia? 

M: Try rakija, there are different versions of it but it doesn’t matter what kind. Its always 

      homemade and belongs in every Serbian household. You should also try Pasulj, the 

      famous Serbian bean soup. They also have Sarma, which is known as cabbage rolls. If you 

      want to eat that outside, I prefer to take the car or bus to go from A to B. Its cheap and the 

      fastest option.  

Q: And where is the best place to celebrate life? How can you find out about upcoming 

events? 

M: In Belgrade there is the so-called Splavovi. That’s a club on raft-like structures on the 

      Sava River. When in Serbia, take cash with you. Changing Euros into Dinars is better 

      there than in Germany since the exchange course is far better. You also don’t have to 

      worry about the political situation in Serbia. As an tourist, you won’t notice anything.  
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S P A I N 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Viktoria Gening 

Time of travel: March 2022 

Travelled alone: no, with a friend 

Trip in 3 words: adventurous – special – fun   

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Hey Viktoria, which country have you visited and why? What is recommended there? 

V: I was in Barcelona with a friend of mine. We went there after the exams for a holiday. We 

     went to the Sagrada Familia, a famous church. Then we went to the Muntanya de 

     Montjuïc. The best way to get there is by gondola, and it's a beautiful experience. It's not 

     that expensive, it costs about 12 euros. Barcelona also has Park Güell, the world-famous 

     Park de la Ciutadella and Barcelona Beach. 

Q: Despite all of the variability which Barcelona offers, why do you recommend travelling to 

     Barcelona?  

V: Barcelona has different cultures, and you can see the whole city in three days. So, you get 

     a lot for not much time. There are a lot of English and French people. The city is lively and 

     young, full of Erasmus students. The weather is good, there is a good atmosphere, and the 

     city is next to the sea. What could be better? 

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly like Germany? 

V: The people are more open than German people. But maybe it's also because it's hard if you 

     don't speak Spanish. I don't know the language and it was sometimes difficult to 

     communicate. But the young people all know English. In the evenings, everyone sits 

     outside, young, or old. The people are not so cold, and it feels like they start the day more  

     relaxed. Here, people think about their first appointment as soon as they get up. People 

     radiate calmer and serenity. I can't think of any similarities offhand.  

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students save money in Barcelona? 

V: Barcelona is very expensive. Especially if you eat out. Breakfast costs 15-20€. Unless, of 

     course, you only get croissants or something similar. I would recommend not staying in a 

     hotel but in a flat so you can cook for yourself to save money. 

Q: How can someone easily make new friends there? 

V:  It's best to go to a bar or club. Another cool thing is that if you like sports, you can do it 

      right on the beach. They have a facility for that. Generally, it shouldn't be a problem 

      because there are a lot of young people there. 
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Q: Do you have some specific recommendations for students? Like where should we go? 

V: Barcelona has a wonderful observation deck. It doesn't cost anything to get there and it's a 

     memory you'll never forget. It's also a great place to have a relaxing drink and unwind. It is 

     called the Battery Viewpoint or MUHBA Turo de la Rovira. My luck was that I have a 

     friend who works in Barcelona and could therefore give me good tips, such as the named 

     viewing platform. 

Q: Looking back, would you have done something differently now? 

V: Yes, I should have gone to a flat instead of a hotel. We paid €250 for a week, but we had to 

     eat outside and that's why it ended up being more expensive. Otherwise, I liked everything 

     very much. 

Q: What was your best and worst experience? Did something extraordinary happen? 

V: I did not have had a bad experience. We had a bad meal a few times, so I would 

     recommend always checking the reviews before you go. I've decided to check TripAdvisor 

     for information in the future. At the same time, I've already had a very good meal at 

     Ristorante Gravin, which serves delicious food. I had mussels there and can recommend’ 

     them to everyone. They have Italian and Spanish food. Besides that, it is cheap. For 

     €12.50, the lunch menu includes a starter, main dish and a second dish. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

V:  Be sure to use the metro. It's not like in Germany, so you always have to cash in your 

      ticket at the counter to get through. This means you can't fare evasion. You can also take a 

      taxi in the evening, which is cheaper than in Germany. If you want, you can also use Uber. 

Q: Have you experienced some good clubs and can recommend any? 

V:  For party lovers, I recommend a club called Opium. There are many clubs on the beach, 

      but they are really expensive. The entrance fee alone is 15 euros. Then I have two bar 

      recommendations. One is called bobby free. It's a secret bar and you can only get in with a 

      password. It looks like a barbershop and that's how you behave. You sit down on the chair 

      and the barber pretends to cut your hair. Then you are asked what the password is. After 

      you have answered correctly, the chair turns and the wall opens like in a film. You can 

      then walk through it and you are in the right bar. The password changes, so it's best to 

      check on the internet. There are also fire shows behind the bar and the cocktails are named 

      after countries. For example, I had a cocktail from Russia and my drink was inside a 

      matryoshka. The second bar is called aloha bar. There you can play billiards in a relaxed 

      atmosphere. The bar tries to give you a Hawaiian vibe, also really cool. 

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

V: If you want to, but I wouldn’t recommend to take much money with you because as far as I 

     know and experienced, you can pay with your card everywhere.   
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A U S T R A L I A 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Nadine Costabel 

Time of travel: 2016-2018 

Destination: Australia 

Travelled alone: yes  

Trip in 3 words: self-growth – adventurous – travel  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Hey Nadine, where have you been and why? 

N: I went to Australia from 2016 to 2018. After my A-levels, like so many others, I didn't 

     know what to do. Originally, I wanted to stay in Australia for 7 months, but it turned out to 

     be more. 

Q: Where in Australia have you been to? 

N: So, I started in Sydney, then travelled up the East Coast. Next, I was in Brisbane for 8 

     months to work as an au pair. After my au pair, I worked as an employee. From Brisbane I 

     went to Townsville and Cairns. I went to Sydney again for 12 months after Cairns. My 

     time in Australia ended in Melbourne. 

Q: You’ve seen a lot, which of the places would you recommend?  

N: Sydney is definitely a place to live. The beaches are inviting. For travelling, however, I 

     would say that you should also visit the East Coast. Surfers Paradise, with its skylines was 

     very nice and I can recommend it to everyone. In general, the places I have visited have all 

     been beautiful. 

Q: Is there a particular reason why one should travel to Australia of all places? 

N: The landscape is very special, and the number of animals can hardly be compared to 

     Germany. I also think that Australia is a great country for young people who have never 

     travelled before. It's a long way away, but you can get around there very well. English is 

     spoken there and it's very westernized. But don’t worry, you will still get a culture shock. 

     Also, The people in Australia are super friendly and open, especially compared to 

     Germany, where the mentality seems to be completely different. In Australia, you work, 

     and after the work, your life begins. In Germany, I have the feeling that after an 8-hour 

     working shift, work is carried over into the rest of the day. 

Q: Are there also similarities to Germany? 

N: Western standards also prevail there. For example, a bathroom there looks like one here in 

     Germany. But I think that the differences outweigh the differences. 

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How would you say students can save money in Australia? 

N: Choose a cheap hostel. You can also work there a few hours a week, then you get a place 

     to sleep for free. When shopping, it is best to take all the deals with you, i.e. buy 3 pay 2 or 
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     similar. Australia is generally a very expensive country. If you have the time, you can 

     consider working there and earn good money. 

Q: What is the best way to meet new people there? 

N: Actually, it doesn't matter, if you bring a certain openness with you then there should be no 

     problems. In hostels it's always very easy because everyone thinks pretty similarly, but as I 

     said, everyone there is super open, so you don't have to worry about that. Everyone knows 

     English, so no language barriers. Also check out about the Sunday Sessions.  

Q: If you look back now, then would you have wanted to do something differently? 

N: Nah, I don't think so. I was there when I was 18. If I were to go back now, some things 

     would probably be done differently, but I'm happy with the way things turned out. I went 

     to Australia on the recommendation of others, and I have not regretted the decision to go. 

Q: What was your best, and worst experience while travelling? 

N: The best experience was my skydive or bungee jump. Especially the skydive will always 

     stay in my memory and connect me with Australia. My worst experience was very early 

     on. I arrived and stayed in a hostel. My mobile phone was stolen on the very first day and 

     at 18 years old, that was very unpleasant in a foreign country. I actually got the phone back 

     in the evening, but the experience was still not that great. 

Q: I can imagine. In your opinion, which local food or drink shouldn’t one miss out? 

N: Bundaberg comes from Australia, and it tastes very delicious. This is a non-alcoholic soft 

     drink with ginger flavor. People eat a lot of Pavlova, which is a cake filled with cream and 

     fruit made of a meringue mixture that tastes brutally sweet. Then there are also weed 

     bricks which they eat all the time, but they don't taste good either, I heard:) 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B?  

N: I would say underground and suburban rail or even Uber. But because Australia is so big, 

     you also need to admit that it's hard to get around flights. Actually, there is no specific 

     recommendation. There is a good solution for everything, no matter what you have in 

     mind. 

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you?  

N: When you go there and first arrive, you should definitely have some cash with you. But in 

     principle, you really don't need any cash. Everything can be paid for with a card. Even the 

     small street food stalls offer card payment. 

Q: What about the political situation, is there something tourists should be aware of. Do you  

     notice something as a foreigner? 

N: I didn't notice much of the politics there. In some cities (Cairns, Townsville) the situation 

    with the Aborigines was a bit difficult as they are very much displaced from their 

    communities. But for a travelling person there are no dangers. 
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S I N G A P O R E 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Mar Müller 

Time of travel: January 2015 – August 2018 

Destination: Singapore 

Travelled alone: No (With family) 

Trip in 3 words: convenient – exciting – memorable   

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Hello Mar, I am glad that you took the time for the interview. Where have you been and 

     why? 

M: I was in Singapore for three and a half years with my family. The reason we moved there  

      was because of my father's work. He works at Bosch and had to work on a project at 

      another location. 

Q: Singapore certainly has many beautiful places, but what would you recommend the most? 

M: Probably the most famous and popular highlight in Singapore is the Marina Bay sands 

      Hotel. It is the building with the ship on top. I have never stayed at the hotel, but I have 

      been to the bar. It's very expensive but worth the experience. I would also recommend the 

      light show at the hotel. I'm not sure if it's every day or only weekly but it looks very 

      spectacular. I have also been to Orchard Road, which is a very popular shopping street. It's 

      completely different compared to what you have in Germany. There are huge malls that 

      are all connected to each other. I would definitely recommend checking it out. 

Q: Sounds like Singapore has a lot of beautiful places. What do you think makes Singapore so 

     special? 

M: Although Singapore is such a small place, there is everything you need. You can 

      experience so many things, you never get bored. Also, Singapore is very multicultural, 

      you find people from everywhere, it's very international. Furthermore, the people are very 

      friendly and open. Another point is the food, there is food from every country, there is 

      even a German marketplace where you can buy German food. Another very positive point 

      about Singapore is the low crime rate, it is very safe. You can walk around at 3am and not 

      feel insecure. 

Q: Would you say that there are more differences than similarities compared to Germany? 

M: I would say there are more differences. Singapore is obviously much smaller than 

     Germany. But the cost of living is more expensive than in Germany. For me, Singapore is 

     also safer and more modern, it is technologically very advanced. 
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T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students save money there? 

M: Luckily public transport is very cheap, a ride costs only a few cents. When I went to 

      school in Singapore, I always used public transport because it was very cheap and there 

      were good connections. Even if you want to travel longer distances by bus, it only costs a 

      few dollars. If you want to eat out, my tip would be to go to Hawker Center. They have a 

      wide variety of food from different countries. To buy things for home, I would go to the 

      market more often, as the products tend to be cheaper there. 

Q: What is the best way to meet new people? 

M: It's hard for me to say, because my circumstances were very different from those of people 

      on holiday. But I would say that the usual things like clubs, bars and also the Hawker 

      Centre are good places to meet new people. Just talk to people, the people from Singapore 

      are very open and friendly. 

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

M: For students who want to party at the weekend, I would recommend Holland Village. A 

      lot of students and people on holiday always go there. 

Q: You must have had many wonderful experiences, but what was the best for you? And were 

     there any bad experiences? 

M: I didn't have an explicit best experience, I'm just so very glad I got to experience 

     Singapore because it's so diverse. The worst experience was probably when I got lost 

     during a school trip. I was just too confused to use the public transport system. Fortunately, 

     the taxis are not as expensive as in Germany and I could just take a taxi home. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

M: The easiest option is taxi, there are so many apps where you can order taxis. This of  

      course is the priciest option. Almost as easy is public transport, which leaves almost every 

      minute. So it's not a big deal if you miss a bus. Also very cheap is MRT, which is the 

      underground railway in Singapore. 

Q: Which local drink or food shouldn´t you miss out? 

M: At the markets you can find very fresh fruit juices, especially interesting ones that you 

     don't drink every day, like sugar cane. I would give that a try. For food, I would try Durian, 

     it smells very strange. The smell is so bad that it is forbidden to take the food on the bus. 

     You might like it, but you might not, but I would give it a try.  

      Another very popular food is laksa, which is noodles in a spicy coconut curry soup. It 

     includes seafood, egg and sometimes chicken. 
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C A R R I B B E A N 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Noah Ambs 

Time of travel: Winter 2015 

Destination: Caribbean 

Travelled alone: No (With family) 

Trip in 3 words: exciting – spectacular – warm  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Hello Noah, thank you for your time! Let´s start directly with the first question. Where 

     have you been and why? 

N: We were in the Caribbean for a fortnight for a holiday. We went with another family and 

     the other family's husband has a sailing licence. So, we rented a catamaran and spent two 

     weeks on the sailing boat. We started from Martinique and then sailed south through the 

     night for almost 24 hours. Once there, we sailed from island to island back to Martinique 

     in 12 days. 

Q: The Caribbean certainly has many beautiful places, but what would you recommend most? 

N: Yes, the Caribbean is a true paradise. We visited so many beautiful beaches. The 

     advantage of being on a boat is that you can reach beaches and bays that you can't reach 

     from land. So we went to many secluded beaches. I would recommend Mopion Island, 

     which is a very small island of sand in the middle of the sea. The island is maybe 200 

     square metres in size, a true natural spectacle. I can also recommend Tobago Cays, which 

     is also a small island. There are beautiful coral reefs that are perfect for snorkeling. 

Q: Wow I am impressed, a paradise on earth. What do you think is special about the 

     Caribbean? 

N: Clearly nature, the beaches are so beautiful, the sand is white and so soft. No comparison 

     to the beaches in Europe. Also, the water is turquoise blue and really clear, when you go 

     diving you can always see the bottom. The water is also a pleasant temperature. What 

     makes the Caribbean even more special are the coral reefs, when you go diving you see 

     lots of colourful fish in all kinds of colours. 

Q: Would you say that there are more differences than similarities compared to Germany? 

N: I can remember almost no similarities, so there are definitely more differences. The most 

     noticeable difference is probably the climate. In the Caribbean, it is permanently warm and 

     always warmer than 30 degrees in the summer months. The people are very open and 

     always in a fun mood. The food is also very different, you eat a lot of seafood that has 

      been freshly caught. 
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T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students save money there? 

N: The food in the supermarkets is relatively expensive, so I would recommend buying what 

      you can at the market. There you can buy fruits and vegetables and all kinds of herbs. 

      Also, if the size of the suitcase allows it, I would take a lot of sunscreen from home, as 

      buying it locally can be very expensive. 

Q: What is the best way to meet new people? 

N: I find that relatively difficult to say, as we were on the ship the whole time and relatively 

     rarely on land. But I would say that many people play football or volleyball on the beach, 

     so I'm sure you can join in. There's a university on Martinique with lots of students, so 

     there are certainly some bars there.  You can go in there, it's always easier to meet new 

     people with alcohol anyway. 

Q: Looking back, what would you have done differently? 

N: I should have put more sunscreen on in the beginning. We went in winter and my skin was 

     not used to the sun at all in the beginning. Secondly, I should have brought flippers, I was 

     the only one who didn't have them, and it was annoying because everyone could swim so 

     much faster than me. 

Q: You must have had many wonderful experiences, but what was the best for you? And were 

      there any bad experiences? 

N: I don't have a specific best moment. I just enjoyed it so much from one beautiful beach to 

     the next. You just felt so free because you could go everywhere by boat. It was just a 

     dream. I actually had few bad moments as well. At the very beginning of the trip, we did 

     the night trip. We were on the open sea in complete darkness. And that night it was very 

     stormy, the waves were 3-4 metres high. The boat was really shaking, you could hardly 

     sleep and you had to tie yourself up so that you didn't fly off the boat. That was really bad 

     but otherwise everything was perfect. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S  

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

N: I would say rent a car, it's relatively cheap to rent a car there. We did it once for a day and 

     were able to explore the island. When I was there, the public transport system was not 

     really well developed, but that may have changed nowadays. Of course, there are also 

     taxis, but I have never taken one, so I can't say whether they are expensive or not. 

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

N: You can take money with you, you just have to be careful. We always had cash with us 

     and never encountered any problems. You just can't show it in public that you have a lot 

     with you. 
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O M A N 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Simon Vetter 

Time of travel: March 2018 

Destination: Oman 

Travelled alone: no, with family 

Trip in 3 words: beautiful – traditional – relaxing  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Where have you been, when, with whom and why? 

S: I was in Oman in March 2018 with my brother, father and friends for a holiday. 

Q: Which places have you visited and which of them would you recommend (or not and  

      why)? 

S: First, we were in Muscat, the capital of Oman. The city has many traditional Arabic  

     buildings and, unlike the nations on the Persian Gulf, there are no modern buildings or  

     skyscrapers. In Muscat there is a traditional Arab market, a souk. You can buy spices,  

     incense, handicrafts and much more. Oman is the land of incense, and the smell is  

     everywhere. You can also meet the local population and immerse yourself in the Arab  

     culture. The souk is a good way to get an impression of the country through the many  

     smells and sounds. In Muscat, there is also the Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque, which is  

     very impressive. There is one of the largest Persian carpets in the world. Afterwards, we  

     drove to the Hajar Mountains. The landscapes in Oman are very barren and consist mainly  

     of rocks and sand. If you drive through the hinterland, you will see large palm groves again  

     and again. You should  definitely visit these green oases. One of the most beautiful places  

     in Oman is the Sayq plateau in the Hajar mountains, which lies above 2000 metres. The  

     climate there is very pleasant. Sayq is famous for its rose harvest and the production of  

     rose water. There are many luxury hotels with a breath-taking view of a huge canyon.  

     Afterwards we went to the desert and spent the night in a tent. This is very special and you  

     have an incredible starry sky and sunrise and sunset in the desert. 

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

S: Oman is worthwhile for anyone who wants to get to know Arab culture and is prepared to  

     engage with culture and traditions. You immerse yourself in a foreign world and your body  

     and mind are so far away from our western problems and worries. You can discover many  

     new things and see landscapes that are incredibly beautiful. You must know that Oman can  

     be very hot. Even in March, we sometimes had 40°C there, but you adapt and cope well.  

     If you are looking for party and western life, you are wrong in Oman and would be better  

     off in Dubai. Oman offers the true and authentic Arabian feeling and leaves unforgettable  

     memories. 

Q: What makes the country special? 

S: What makes Oman so special is its culture and traditions. Oman is a sultanate. There is a  

     sultan who rules the country. The former sultan Qaboos has led the country into the  
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     modern age and achieved incredible progress. Just a few decades ago, Oman was still in a  

     medieval state. Moreover, Islam has a great influence there and shapes everyday life. The  

     people are very proud of their traditions and practically everyone there wears traditional  

     robes and headdresses. In the restaurants in the hinterland, there are often only one or two  

     tables for tourists and otherwise people sit on the floor and eat with their right hand.  

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar to Germany? 

S: Oman is completely different from Germany. Sure, there are some western standards, but  

     the cities, shops, and people, as well as the landscapes, are very different from Germany.  

     Nothing is like in Germany, which makes the country so special. Moreover, the attitude to  

     life in Oman is different. You are less distracted by other things and live life as a family. 

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students save money in this country? 

S: Travelling to Oman is relatively expensive. Although you can eat out cheaply and other  

     expenses are relatively low, flights and hotels are relatively expensive, but it is definitely  

     worth it. A rental car is also indispensable and can cost a lot. 

Q: What is an easy way to get to know new people? 

S: The people there are very friendly and approach you. Unfortunately, many people only  

     speak Arabic, which makes communication a little more difficult. One place where you  

     meet many locals is the souks. This is where the locals shop and spend their time. You also  

     meet a lot of locals in the wadis because they go there on excursions to bathe and  

     barbecue. A wadi is a river course that is often very green and has great swimming spots. 

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything differently? 

S: When I fly to Oman again, I would very much like to visit Salalah, a city in the south of the  

     country. In the summer months, it is the monsoon season, when it rains a lot, and you  

     experience a completely different climate. The landscapes blossom green and there are  

     many rivers and waterfalls to swim in. 

Q: What was the best and/or the worst experience on your trip? 

S: The best experience for me was our stay on the Sayq plateau. There we stayed in a very  

     nice hotel right on the cliff overlooking a canyon. Standing there on the edge looking at the  

     sunset behind the mountains, you realise how beautiful life is. 

Q: Do you have a special moment of your trip that you want to share with us? 

S: I had a special moment in the desert city of Nizwa when we visited the old fort. There we  

     talked to an old man who, like his grandfather and father, excavates ancient pieces and  

     maintains the fort. You could tell how connected he was to the history of his country and  

     how proud he was to have this important task. The people of Oman are generally very  

     down-to-earth and grateful, which also transfers to you after a time in the country. 
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C A N A D A 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Vera Schorn 

Time of travel: February 2017 – February 2018 

Destination: Calgary, Canada 

Travelled alone: yes 

Trip in 3 words: wide – tall – nature  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Where have you been, when, with whom and why? 

V: I was an au pair in Calgary, Canada from February 2017 to February 2018. I lived with a  

     Canadian family with two little girls. I had the Working & Holiday Visa and was able to  

     work and travel there for a year. 

Q: Which places have you visited and which of them would you recommend (or not and  

      why)? 

V: First, I spent a week in Vancouver, where all the au pairs from my organisation met and  

     were prepared for their stay. Then I flew to my host family in Calgary. Calgary is a city of  

     1.5 million people, so there is a lot to do there. There is downtown with many skyscrapers  

     and the Calgary Tower, from which you have a beautiful view of the Rocky Mountains.  

     The city is very Western-Canadian, and you notice the cowboy and country flair. You must  

     like that a bit, but otherwise it's very urban and there are many opportunities to party and  

     eat out. In addition, the so-called "Stampede" takes place there every summer. It's a  

     cowboy festival with lots of shows, rodeo, and roller coasters. Stampede is a huge thing in  

     Calgary and attracts many visitors from the surrounding area. Apart from that, we also  

     went to the mountains a lot. Calgary is very close to the Rocky Mountains and within an  

     hour you are in the middle of the mountains. At the weekends, I always went to  

     Kananaskis, Banff or Lake Louis and went hiking there in the summer and skiing or  

     snowshoeing in the winter. There are also many beautiful lakes around Calgary that you  

     can visit. I saw a lot of Calgary and the surrounding area that year. It's a perfect mix of  

     nature and big city. 

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

V: Canada is definitely worth visiting most for the nature and the mountains.  

     My recommendation is the national parks in the Rocky Mountains. I also discovered   

     hiking for myself there. In the first few weeks, I bought myself some hiking boots and  

     really blossomed in them. In the summer, Canada is also full of hikers and there are a lot of  

     people who drive through the Rockies in their campers. In winter, Canada is a skier's  

     paradise. Canada is famous for its powder snow because the country has a very dry climate  

     and therefore the snow is not as heavy and less wet compared to Europe. 

Q: What makes the country special? 

V: The friendliness and politeness of the people. You might find this small talk a bit  

     superficial, but Canadians are very friendly and open, and you can strike up a conversation  
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     with someone everywhere. That's different from Germany. Especially in the west, life is  

     very quiet and not so hectic. Everything is very rural and relaxed. Canadian society is also  

     very diverse. When I was in Vancouver, it was really striking how multicultural it is there  

     and how many Asians live there and have businesses. When you go out partying, you meet  

     many nations and cultures. The country is also very cold in winter. It can quickly drop to  

     -30°C to -40°C, even in the cities. You must put on several layers, and sometimes we even  

     went out for a short while to go shopping or to eat with snow trousers because it was so  

     cold. In jeans, your legs were frozen right through and turned blue and red. Many buildings  

     are also connected with glass tunnels because it's so cold in winter that people can't go  

     outside. Many older people go to Hawaii or Mexico in winter because it's too cold and too  

     dangerous for them. For example, my host family's grandparents go to Mexico every year  

     for the whole month of February. They are afraid of slipping and falling on the ice. In  

     summer, the average temperature in Calgary is between 20°C and 25°C. It's also warm, but  

     it's just too cold. It's warm too, just not quite as hot as in Germany. When I was there,  

     however, it was the hottest summer for many years, and it was constantly 30°C in August.  

     But that was almost too warm again because there were a lot of forest fires. The climate in  

     Canada is very special, because you have the two extremes of winter and summer there.  

     Autumn is also beautiful there, the Indian summer as it is called. This is also a popular  

     time to travel in Canada. 

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar to Germany? 

V: I would say the standard of living and the cost of living are the same. Shopping and food  

     are the same or even a little more expensive. It is also a very western country, so many  

     things are similar, and you quickly feel very comfortable. Only the people are much  

     friendlier and more open. What's very funny is that the German Autobahn is seen as a sight  

     of Germany in Canada. Canada does have its big highways, but they are much wider than  

     in Germany and have a speed limit of 110 km/h but they stick to it because the traffic rules 

     are very strictly controlled and otherwise you get pulled over by the sheriff. Cars are also 

     very different in Canada. They have big pick-ups and trucks. In the cities, however, you 

     have just as much chaos as in Germany, because there is no more space in the cities than in 

     Germany. In the cities you also have smaller cars. But the people from the countryside 

     have their pick-ups and they also drive them in the city and squeeze into every free parking 

     space. Canadians are very uncomplicated. 

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students save money in this country? 

V: To travel as a student, it's not that cheap. It's about as expensive as the US or Germany.  

     The time when you go is also crucial. July and August are very busy because everyone  

     goes to the mountains with their campers. The campsites are very full then and you should  

     definitely book well in advance. There is a website where you can book all the campsites  

     in advance (https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/voyage-travel/reserve). It is relatively cheap for  

     camping in a tent because the campsites are also relatively cheap. Unfortunately, there are  

     bears there, and they bring a certain danger. There are some stories where bears or wolves 

     have strayed onto the campsites. Personally, I wouldn't like to sleep in a tent there. Many  

     people rent a camper because of this, but it can get expensive very quickly. There are also  

     pick-ups with a cabin in the back. They are a bit cheaper, and you are more mobile. 
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Q: What is an easy way to get to know new people? 

V: As an au pair, I was in many Facebook and WhatsApp groups at the time, but you tended  

     to meet Germans there. My host mother's half-sister was my age, so I travelled a lot with  

     her and got to know her friends. I was really in the thick of Canadian life and got a lot of  

     impressions. But even without knowing anyone, it's easy because of the openness and  

     small talk of the locals. You should be brave and open and really approach the locals as  

     much as you can. That way, you know the insiders and have even better tips and locations  

     to go to. Especially when you're partying, you quickly get into conversation with people.  

     You are also quickly approached or receive a compliment. It's also great to meet new  

     people while skiing and après skiing. 

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

V: Vancouver Island is perfect for students. It's a big island right off Vancouver. You can get  

     there easily and cheaply by ferry from Vancouver. There's a bit of the surfer life there and  

     it's a bit different because there's less of the country life and cowboy style. There are many  

     campsites on the island that are run by young people and are kept simple, with few  

     luxuries. It's easy to travel there on a low budget. 

Q: What was the best and/or the worst experience on your trip? 

V: The best thing for me was living with the family. It's special to be able to live with a  

     Canadian family and the people really grow on you. Apart from that, there was a moment  

     on Vancouver Island. We were at a campsite that could only be reached by boat on a small  

     remote island called Meares Island. You were there on the island and there was only a  

     campsite and a hostel and otherwise just nature. I've never been able to relax and get down  

     as much as I did there. Everything was totally low budget and uncomplicated. Every  

     evening there was a campfire where everyone sat together. That was very special. You  

     were in the middle of nature and had only the sea and the mountains. 

Q: Do you have a special moment of your trip that you want to share with us? 

V: We were in Calgary for a Flames game and that was my very first hockey game. It was a  

     great experience. The atmosphere was great, but when the players were fighting, I was a  

     bit shocked. The fans there are also really into it and the atmosphere is great. There's also a  

     light show and music in the stadium, which makes it really special. Ice hockey is the event  

     there. As soon as the Flames play, all of Calgary is wearing the jerseys. Everybody goes to  

     the game. It's a cult thing. When they play, you go there. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S  

Q: Which local drink shouldn’t you miss out? What food should you try definitely? 

V: You always think poutine is typically Canadian, but the locals don't see it that way at all,  

     it's more of a myth. My host mother, for example, has never eaten it. It's actually barbecue.  

     No matter where you go to eat, there are burgers, ribs, and many other delicious things  

     from the grill. It tastes better there than in Germany. Because Canada is so diverse, there  

     are so many different restaurants. There are no typical Canadian restaurants like there are  

     in Germany. Bloody Mary is a very typical drink, especially during the stampede. It's  

     vodka with tomato juice, Tabasco, pepper, salt, and lime. They drink it like crazy there. 
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Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

V: Depending on where you are going. If you want to go to the Rockies, a car is  

     recommended. In the city, you can get by bus. In the east it's different again. I was in  

     Toronto, Montréal, and Quebec. You can also get around there by public transport. 

Q: Where is the best place to party and where to find out about upcoming events? 

V: The big cities. In Calgary we often went clubbing. Montreal is supposed to be really good  

      for partying and Vancouver is also good. There's not much to do in the pampas. 

Q: What were your language skills like, and did they improve during your stay? 

V: My language skills have improved a lot. I lived in an English-speaking family for a whole  

     year, so you learn a lot. But children are also the most honest teachers, they tell you  

     directly and openly when you mispronounce something. In general, you should always try  

     to talk to locals. Even if you are travelling in a group, you should always approach the  

     locals and talk to them. That's the best way to learn. 

Q: How would you compare the east and west of the country? 

V: Quebec, a city in the French part, disappointed me a bit. It was very European, and you  

     could have gone to Strasbourg. The Canadians think that's great because Europe is very far  

     away for them. I find the west of the country more beautiful, especially from a nature point  

     of view. In the east, it's more suitable for a city trip. Montréal is a city that Canadians love.  

     It's a very hip city and you can party there very well. Toronto and Montreal are definitely  

     worth a visit and are cool cities that you have to see. We went snowshoeing there once, but  

     it's not comparable to the Rocky Mountains. It's all a bit flatter and a bit boring. Especially  

     between Calgary and the East, there's really nothing. I was also in Ottawa. In winter there  

     is a long canal that freezes over, and you can skate on it. When I was there, it was -33°C  

     and we felt like we were freezing. 
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P E R U 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Emelie Bärmann 

Time of travel: October 2018 –February 2019 

Destination: Central America 

trip in 3 words: alpacas – Inka tea – nature  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N  

Q: Hello Emelie, where have you been, and why? 

E: I was in Central America. To be more precise, in Mexico, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa 

    Rica, Panama, Peru, Cuba, Honduras and El Salvador. The reason why I travelled was 

    because I didn't know what to do after graduating from high school. Like so many others, I 

    went travelling. I travelled with a friend of mine. I have also visited many places outside of 

    central America.  I would recommend Nazca, because the deserts there are very special. If 

    you want to see an attractive city, you should go to the capital of Peru. Arequipa, also a city 

    in Peru, has a tour to the nearby Volcano. Near Cusco, you can do a Lares hike. This is a 

    two- to three-day hike to Machu Picchu. 

Q: Those are some places. Which of them would you recommend? 

E: I can recommend a lot. Nazca, because the deserts there are very special. If you want to see 

    an attractive city, you should go to the capital of Peru (Lima). Arequipa, also a city in Peru, 

    has a tour to the nearby Volcano. Near Cusco you can also do the laves hike. this is a two to 

    three day hike up to Machu Picchu. 

Q: Why travel to Peru? 

E: Peru has everything you can imagine. For one thing, it has deserts as well as seas, beautiful 

    nature, and mountains. Peru also has one of the deepest canyons in the world. The Amazon 

    rainforest covers 60% of the country. 

Q: And what do you think does Germany and Peru has in common? What is different? 

E: The biggest difference is probably the fact that in Peru guinea pigs and alpacas are eaten. 

     There are also many places that are not involved in civilization. I can't think of any 

     similarities at the moment. 

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: In your opinion, how can students’ safe money? 

E: Instead of renting a hotel or a flat, you should definitely stay in hostels. You can get to 

     know people at the same time. The more people in a room, the cheaper it is. In general, 

     Peru is cheaper than Germany, but Peru can also be expensive if you are not careful. That's 
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     why I would also recommend eating more traditionally and not ordering a burger or pizza 

     In every restaurant. Hostels are also great for partying. Therefore, it is best to take every 

     hostel party with you if you like to party. If you want to do something quieter, then 

     definitely the Laves hike or sand surfing in the desert at Nazca. 

Q: And what was your best and worst experience that happened to you? 

E: There are very many places that are not involved in civilisation. That means they are far 

     away and they don't have internet. Yet they produce their own food. Seeing all this with 

     my own eyes was very fascinating and new for me. It makes you appreciate what you 

     have. We also lived like the normal inhabitants, i.e. we worked in the fields and hand- 

     wove alpaca fur. We cooked on fire because there is no electricity. There are also no 

     sewage pipes and what was even more fascinating: they speak their own language there, 

     neither Spanish nor English. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S TI O N S 

Q: which local food or drink shouldn’t you miss out? 

E: For an alcoholic drink, I would recommend the Pisco Sour. This is a grape brandy named 

     after the city in Peru. Otherwise, of course, an Inca tea. Generally, in Peru, they like to put 

     chocolate beans in their drinks. They also have a chocolate museum. The special food 

     there would probably be guinea pig meat. 

Q: How do you travel best, and do you need cash while travelling? 

E: The best way to get from A to B is by shuttle bus or night bus. And yes, you should always 

     have cash with you as you can't pay by card everywhere. As I said, many places are remote 

     without electricity or the like. 

Q: What is the political situation? Are you affected by it as a traveler? 

E: I didn't notice anything there, but when we wanted to go to the neighboring country 

    (Colombia), we couldn't go because there was a civil war going on. 
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U S A 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Salina Quarchi 

Time of travel: Period over 2 years 

Destination: New York, USA 

Traveled alone: yes (but also with friends) 

Trip in 3 words: exciting – fun – acquaintance  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Where have you been, when, with who, why? 

S: I have been many times in New York for vacation where I stayed 2- 5 days. Sometimes 

with friends but also alone.  

Q: Which places have you visited, and would you recommend them? 

S: I visited the observation decks, but I only would recommend the Top of The Rock. 

    Furthermore I would recommend the Times square, the Statue of Liberty, Central Park and 

    other famous sightseeing spots. I was one in the Maddison Square Garden to watch a 

    basketball game, this was also very nice.  

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this City? 

S: I mean New York is one of the most famous cities in the world you should definitely see it 

    at least once in your life.  

Q: What makes the City special? 

S: In New York you can see everything from extremely poor, homeless people to the richest 

    in the whole world or people with crazy outfits and haircuts and so on. There is so much 

    different culture and the people there are extremely open and friendly.  

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar?  

S: I would say the people are completely different, because of their open mindset. But I can’t 

    think of something similar to Germany everything is so different.  

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students’ safe money in this country? 

S: Instead of staying in hotels you can stay in Hostels or rent a flat with other people. You 

    can also eat in cheaper restaurants but its most of the time fast-food or also visit a lot of 

    things for free for example some museums. For transportation you can use the underground 

    or uber instead of taxis.  

Q: What is an easy way to get to know people? 

S: Just be open, go to people and talk with them everyone is so friendly. But there are also 

    Facebook groups for travelers where you can meet new people.  

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 
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S: I can’t really recommend some special places because you will everywhere find young 

    people and students.  

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything different? 

S: No I don’t think so I have done everything that I wanted. 

Q: What was the best and worst experience on your trip? 

S: My best experience was when I went to New York all by my own and I had to get out of 

    my Comfort zone to meet new people. My worst one was when I almost got punched in the 

    face by a homeless man for no reason.  

Q: Do you have a special moment of your trip that you want to share with us? 

S: One thing that I really liked was when I visited an observation deck and I had to ask other 

    people to take pictures of me so I met a gay couple from London, and they invited me for 

    lunch and we became friends.  

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local drink or food should you definitely try? 

S: I would definitely say you should try Chick-fil-A, Chipotle and Shake Shack. But there are 

    a lot of little shops where you can get really good food. For donuts I can really recommend 

    Krispy Kreme. 

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

S: I think probably walk if you are not lazy, but the subway is also a very good way.   

Q: Where is the best place to party and where to find out about upcoming events? 

S: I went to Somewhere Nowhere which is a really nice rooftop club but you can also easily 

    find out on Instagram about upcoming events.  

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

S: You can pay almost everywhere with card, so you don’t really need cash.  

Q: Did your language skills improve during your stay?  

S: I stayed there for two years so my English skills really improved a lot.  
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T U R K E Y 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Mikail Cinar 

Time of travel: Summers 

Destination: Turkey 

Traveled alone: no (with family and friends)  

Trip in 3 words: wholesome – beautiful – delightful  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Where have you been, when, with who, why? 

M: I often was in Antalya, first with my parents and last year I was there with my friends. But 

      I have also been to Istanbul, to the black sea, the Mediterranean sea and many other 

      places. 

Q: Which places have you visited, and would you recommend them? 

M: It really depends on what you want to experience. For nice beaches I would recommend 

      the Mediterranean Sea for example Cide and Antalya or if you want more culture you 

      should go to smaller places. If you are interested in history, you should visit Istanbul. 

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

M: The cuisine is really unique and tasty; the weather is always nice in the summer and the 

      people are really friendly and open minded. But also, the nature is absolutely breathtaking 

      and makes it worth it to travel the country.   

Q: What makes the country special? 

M: I think the people are a lot more chilled out and relaxed. So as a tourist you can escape 

      your daily stress and just have a good time with the people there.  

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar?  

M: As I already mentioned the people are a lot more relaxed than the Germans. They are also 

      much more inviting and hospitable to strangers. Furthermore, everyone has a closer 

      connection to their family and people often don’t live alone.  

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students’ safe money in this country? 

M: Because of the exchange rate and the strong position of the Euro everything is cheap there. 

      For example eating in restaurants is most of the time less than half the price compared to 

      Germany. You could also watch out to not buy or eat anything at very touristic spots 

      because the prices there are much higher.  

Q: What is an easy way to get to know people? 

M: At first you should be very open minded, and I am sure the people there will start to a 

      conversation 
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     with you. Just be yourself and nice to them and they will open up and show you 

     something or invite you to eat with them. 

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

M: I would recommend Cide or Antalya because you have a cultural side but also summer, 

      sun, and party.  

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything different? 

M: Not really, I had a great time and gained a lot of experiences  

Q: What was the best and worst experience on your trip? 

M: The worst one was when we were eating at a local diner, and I only had a card holder with 

      me so I had to put the money in my pocket. I changed it right before that, so I had a big 

      bundle of cash with me and some of the bills fell out of my pocket and I lost about fifty 

      euros. The best experience was meeting new people and making a lot of new friends. 

Q: Do you have a special moment of your trip that you want to share with us? 

M: Me and my friends went at night to the old town of Antalya where you can find a lot of old 

      bars and had really a lot of fun there so that was really special for me. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local drink or food should you definitely try? 

M: You should drink orange juice because they grow right there in the area and taste very 

      good. There is also a very famous local shop which makes grilled meatballs and Turkish 

      specialties. You can see a lot of politicians and famous people eating there as well. 

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

M: I would say taxis are the best way to get around, because they are really cheap and 

     flexible.  

Q: Where is the best place to party and where to find out about upcoming events? 

M: The best place to find out about events are flyers in the hotels and the best places to party 

      are a few famous clubs there. The city is also very famous for nice little bars where you 

      can do bar hopping.  

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

M: You can almost pay everywhere with card, but I still would recommend some cash for tips 

      or for buying small things on the bazar. 
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A U S T R A L I A 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Luka Protic 

Time of travel: 2017 

Destination: Australia 

Traveled alone: no (with best friend) 

Trip in 3 words: exciting – nice – good  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Where have you been, when, with who, why? 

L: The year after my high school degree in 2017 I went to Australia for one year with my 

     friend. We wanted to visit the country, experience the life there and also work a little bit. 

Q: Which places have you visited, and would you recommend them? 

L: I went up the whole east coast and visited 8 cities for example Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth 

     and so on. Some of them where nice and some of them were expensive but most of the 

     time they were both. I would recommend to go to Melbourne because it is one of the most 

     beautiful cities in Australia and you have a lot of things to see there.  

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

L: It is a very nice and big county where you can experience a lot of things. For me the best 

     part was working during the day in a big city and afterwards you can go to the beach and 

     enjoy your evening. Furthermore the breathtaking nature makes it worth it to travel there. 

Q: What makes the country special? 

L: For me personally the whole experience was special, because I lived alone for the first time 

     in my life. I had a lot of freedom and could decide what I want to do but sometimes it got a 

     little stressful since you have to do everything by yourself. The nature and the extremely 

     friendly people there are also very unique. 

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar?  

L: The biggest difference for me was the weather. It is very hot and dry in Australia, but you 

     could always refresh yourself in the ocean. Also the people are much more open minded 

     and friendly to strangers. Almost everyone wants to help you and is very inviting. On the 

     other hand the economy was very similar to the German one because it was very easy to 

     get a job and earn a fair amount of money.  

T I P S & R E CO M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students safe money in this country? 

    Instead of sleeping in expensive hotels you can go into an hostel or just camp in the 

    beautiful nature. You should also try to cook by yourself and not eat in restaurants all the 

    time. The taxes on alcohol and cigarettes are also pretty high. Furthermore there are a lot of 

    jobs where you can earn and safe some money. 
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Q: What is an easy way to get to know people? 

L: If you stay in a hostel, you will immediately get to know a lot of new people and 

     roommates. Otherwise, you can meet young people everywhere especially at the beach or 

     in the parks.  

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

L: I would recommend to go to local bars, where the drinks are not too expensive and I would 

    definitely recommend to visit smaller cities because of the much cheaper prices. 

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything different? 

L: I think I would have done everything the same. It was a unique and great experience which 

     I will never forget in my life. 

Q: What was the best and worst experience on your trip? 

L: The best experience was making core memories and learning how to enjoy life every single 

     day. The worst one was looking at your bank account for the first time after a month. 

Q: Do you have a special moment of your trip that you want to share with us? 

L: A very special moment was the arrival at the airport because of the weather. It was 

     snowing in Germany but when we arrived, we had 30°C.  

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local drink or food should you definitely try? 

L: I can’t recommend something special for drinking, because it was basically the same as in 

    Germany. But you should try different local dishes with kangaroo meat in them. They all 

    tasted very good. 

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

L: In big cities the best way to get around is by train or by the underground and in smaller 

    cities you should rent a car. 

Q: Where is the best place to party and where to find out about upcoming events? 

L: In every city are some different options for that. The best way to find out about it is 

     through Facebook groups or just by asking people in the hostels. 

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

L: Since everything can be paid by card you don’t need to take a lot of cash with you. But you 

     should have a credit card with no extra fees in other counties or if you stay longer, you 

     should open an Australian bank account.  
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T H A I L A N D 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Franziska Hipp 

Time of travel: February 2020 

Destination: Thailand 

Traveled alone: no (with best friend) 

Trip in 3 words: exciting – beach – party   

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N  

Q: Where have you been, when, with who, why? 

F: After the high school in 2020 me and my best friend went to Thailand for one month. We 

    visited a lot of cities and islands there.  

Q: Which places have you visited, and would you recommend them? 

F: We visited Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Krabi, Koh Samui, Phuket, Ko Phi Phi and some other 

     places. I would recommend going once to Bangkok and visit the beautiful temples, but it is 

     very loud and crowded. Chiang Mai was quite nice but since it is in the completely 

     different direction, I am not sure if the long trip is worth it. Krabi was also a disappointing 

     because there was only the Tiger cave. Ko Phi Phi was the best experience because of the 

     breathtaking nature on the little island. On Ko Pha ngan you can celebrate the full or half- 

     moon festivals which I definitely would recommend. Koh Samui and Phuket were also 

     very beautiful, and you could do a lot of different activities. 

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

F: The unique nature and beautiful beaches make it really worth it. Furthermore, the culture 

    with the temples and the nice people are also great experiences.  

Q: What makes the country special? 

F: I think the culture, religion and the temples are very special. The architecture of every 

    temple is very different to German buildings and also the decoration is very unique.  

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar?  

F: I thought a long time about this question, but I couldn’t come up with anything similar to 

    Germany. The biggest difference was the attitude of the people. Everyone was extremely 

    friendly and relaxed but therefore organization was a little problem especially while 

    travelling. The traffic is very chaotic and we often had to sit on a trailer with all the bags.  

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students safe money in this country? 

F: Everything is very cheap there, so it is the perfect destination for saving money. Instead of 

    driving with a taxi you just can use the app Gojek which is similar to uber. Hostels are not 

    necessary since Airbnb`s and Hotels are also very cheap but you also could safe there 

    some money.  
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Q: What is an easy way to get to know people? 

F: At the evenings there are a lot of beach parties where it is really easy to get to know new 

    people especially other travelers. To meet locals you can easily talk to them in a bar or a 

    restaurant everyone is really friendly and relaxed.   

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

F: I can recommend the ARKbar resort in Koh Samui. It is a big Hotel directly at the beach 

    where everyone has a own tiny house and there is a lot of party the whole day.  

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything different? 

F: I think I wouldn’t go two times to Bangkok because one time is enough and I wouldn’t go 

    to Chiang Mai because of the big distance. I would rather visit more islands.  

Q: What was the best and worst experience on your trip? 

F: The best experience in general was the island Ko Phi Phi. There are no cars or scooters just 

     bikes and you can reach everything verry easily. The worst experience was when we went 

     up to the Tiger Cave Temple with only flip flops. There were a lot of steps and it definitely 

     was our hardest hike ever.  

Q: Do you have a special moment of your trip that you want to share with us? 

F: A particularly special moment was when we washed and fed elephants in the jungle.  

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local drink or food should you definitely try? 

F: I don’t really know any local drinks but you should definitely try the local street food. You 

    could also try insects and spiders but I`m not sure if you will like it.   

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

F: I think the best way to travel big distances is with night buses where you can also sleep and 

    for small distances I would recommend the app Gojek.   

Q: Where is the best place to party and where to find out about upcoming events? 

F: In Thailand there is everywhere party so you don’t really have to search for events just go 

    to the beach and you will have a lot of fun. 

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

F: You definitely should take some cash with you. Sometimes you can pay by card, but I paid 

     everything with cash.  
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T O G O 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Columbo Amedekanya 

Time of travel: all seasons (lived there) 

Destination: Togo 

Traveled alone: no (lived there) 

Trip in 3 words: adventure – adventure – adventure  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Where have you been, when, with who, why? 

C: I lived in Kpalimè it’s actually a city in the middle of the country about 120km from the 

     capital. But we also used to travel very often to Lomé which is in my opinion the most 

     beautiful city there and we visited our grandparents in the villages in the northern part.  

Q: Which places have you visited and would you recommend them? 

C: For someone travelling to Togo I would definitely recommend 3 places. First of all Lomé 

     the capital, also Kpalimè and Atakpamé. Lomé is a really nice big city with a beach and 

     just few minutes away there are other smaller cities with beautiful beaches. If you want to 

     see some history you can go to Agbodrafo and look at the rooms and chains of the former 

     German slaves. In Lomé is also very big market where you can buy nearly everything and 

     there is also a special voodoo market which is really interesting. Atakpamé is also a nice 

     historical place where you can learn about the war between Togo and Ghana. 

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

C: You should travel there because of the different cultures and nice people. But also the 

     nature and the beaches are beautiful.  

Q: What makes the country special? 

C: The fact that all people are really open minded and not afraid of new or different things 

     makes the country very special. Everyone is eager to learn something new from foreigners.  

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar?  

C: The difference is the way how people interact. In Togo they are more friendly, they greet 

     each other, they are open and they will always help you. Even if you don’t have a place to 

     sleep a stranger would invite you over and take care of you. In Germany when you want to 

     meet a friend you have to make an appointment or call him, but in Togo you just go and 

     visit your friends even if they are not there you wait with their family until they come 

     home. A similarity is maybe the price range of hotels they both cost the same in Togo and 

     in Germany.  

 

 

 



 

 
60 

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students safe money in this country? 

C: Just take an Airbnb and don’t stay in Hotels. Furthermore it would be nice to have a local 

     with you so you don’t get scammed by the tourist traps.  

Q: What is an easy way to get to know people? 

C: I would say you don’t have to do anything, just be friendly and everyone will come to you 

     and be eager to know where you are from. They really want to talk and learn from 

     foreigners.  

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

C: In Togo there is a hotel called Palm Beach and just in front of it are most of the young 

     people celebrating parties. So that’s the place to go.    

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything different? 

C: Since I lived there, I wouldn’t do anything differently.  

Q: What was the best and worst experience on your trip? 

C: I think my experience is different than from a tourist point of view so I can only guess. If 

     you get there in trouble without a local this could be a bad experience for you.  

Q: Do you have a special moment of your trip that you want to share with us? 

C: I had lots of them, but I think the best ones where when I visited the villages. They mainly 

     use traditional things and sometimes they don’t have running water or electricity so for me 

     the first time was really like a new world. You should definitely also visit the villages.  

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local drink or food should you definitely try? 

C: Well, there is a local drink called Tchoukoutou and another one called Sodabi. They are 

     pretty much alcohol but you should definitely try them. For the food you should go for 

     Fufu. This dish is already pretty famous but also tastes amazing.  

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

C: You should take cash with you, it’s not like here where you can pay everywhere 

     without cash. But I wouldn’t recommend walking around with too much money in the 

     pocket due to safety reasons. If you want to change the currency, go to a bank because at 

     the ATM you will have to pay a lot of fees.  
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V E N E Z U E L A 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Amelié Hammann  

Time of travel: May- November 

Destination: Venezuela 

Traveled alone: no (with family) 

Trip in 3 words: dangerous – loving – exciting   

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Where have you been, when, with who, why? 

A: In 2015 I have been the last time in Venezuela with my family. We visited Caracas, Anaco 

     and Barcelona.  

Q: Which places have you visited and would you recommend them? 

A: So I would definitely recommend Caracas, the architecture is a little bit old but the flair is 

     very different because of its position between the mountains and the sea. I wouldn’t 

     recommend Caricuao which is more in the center of the country. It is very hot there and 

     not so suitable for adventurous trips. 

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

A: First of all you have the beautiful landscape of the country itself. You have dunes, 

     mountains, the Caribbean sea and the jungle. The people there are also extremely friendly 

     and open. Their food is very tasty and the culture is unique.  

Q: What makes the country special? 

A: The hearts of the people are open to everyone, they are just so friendly and welcoming. If 

     you come to their house they will just treat you like family. In general the vibrations are 

     completely different.  

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar?  

A: Since there is only the dry and wet season the weather is completely different. Another 

     difference are the people there. They are much warmer and inviting than Germans.  

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students safe money in this country? 

A: First of all try not to get robbed. So don’t bring and wear expensive clothes. Furthermore 

     direct flights are not available from Germany so you should take one from Istanbul 

     because they are the cheapest.  

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

A: So in Caracas is a shopping center with a lot of restaurants and students and young people 

     meet there often during their brakes. There is also a casino in Caracas which is very 

     popular. 
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Q: Looking back, would you have done anything different? 

A: I was there for two weeks so the next time I would definitely stay longer to experience 

     more. I also would love to explore more of the country by car but it is really dangerous so 

     the situation did not allow it.  

Q: What was the best and worst experience on your trip? 

A: The worst experience was when I arrived at the airport and was not allowed to talk in 

     Spanish because I still had a German accent. There are people outside the airport who try 

     to kidnap foreigners especially Europeans so you have to behave like a local. The best 

     experience was the whole trip to be honest. Seeing your family, eating the food and 

     smelling the county which smells like gasoline was just really nice.  

Q: Do you have a special moment of your trip that you want to share with us? 

A: A friend had birthday and only 5 people where invited but my uncles wet out and got 

     drinks, food, a piñata and in the end there were like 30-40 people. Everyone there is also 

     very musical so they all know how to sing, dance and play instruments.   

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local drink or food should you definitely try? 

A: When you are at the sea definitely Ceviche otherwise Empanadas, Tequeño, Arepas also 

     Platanos it’s like cooked banana. Furthermore you should try polar bier and also Guarapita 

     its  juice with Rum.  

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

A: I would say the best way is just by bus or by airplane. I would not recommend to drive 

     alone with a car only if you have a local with you. 

Q: Where is the best place for parties and where to find out about it? 

A: If you get to know some people you will be invited pretty easily. The Venezuelan people 

     love to celebrate. But I would not recommend going to clubs or discos because of the drug 

     use there.  

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

A: Now they pay everything in dollars but I still would not recommend to have too much cash 

     on you since you could get robbed for it. So just pay everywhere where you can with card.  

Q: What is the political situation like and are you as a traveler affected by it? 

A: You are definitely affected by it so if you leave you have to go to the German ambassy and 

     tell that you are going. There is also a civil war and a lot of demonstrations because of the 

     two presidents so it could be a little bit dangerous. I would not recommending going there 

     without locals.  
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C R O A T I A 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Adriana Pistone 

Time of travel: Summer 

Destination: Croatia 

Traveled alone: no (with family) 

Trip in 3 words: sunny – vibe – holidays  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Where have you been, when, with who, why? 

A: Most of the time I was there with my family and visited other family members or for holiday 

     reason. My extendet family lives in the middle of Croatia and after that we went to the coast. 

Q: Which places have you visited and would you recommend them? 

A: I really can recommend a few places for example: Pula, Medulin, Porec, Daruvar and Rijeka. Pula 

     has a beautiful amphitheater and a big gate which was built by the romans.  

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country? 

A: You can do a lot of fun things in Croatia especially at the ocean for example water sports. 

     Furthermore the people are really nice and open minded. The nature and beaches are also 

     breathtaking and should definitely be visited. 

Q: What makes the country special? 

A: The country has a lot of old and modern styles of buildings which makes is really beautiful. The 

     people there are also really open minded and friendly to travelers.   

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar?  

A: As I already mentioned the Croatians are more open and friendly. They also have a different school 

     system where everyone is together until the eighth grade and five is the best grade and one is the 

     worst. But they have also an European vibe and eat a lot of potatoes.  

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students safe money in this country? 

A: Over all the prices there are cheaper than in Germany. It is also better to rent a holiday apartment 

     than a hotel room and cook your own meals.   

Q: What is an easy way to get to know people? 

A: I think you can get to know people everywhere. You can sit into a café and talk to others or just 

     meet new people at the beach.  

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students? 

A: I would recommend Zagreb, because it is a big college and student city with a lot of culture. You 

     can meet a lot of people in your age and enjoy a lot of opportunities.  
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Q: Looking back, would you have done anything different? 

A: I don’t think so because like I said most of the times I visited my family and had a great time there. 

     But maybe I would visit more cultural places and sight-seeing attractions. 

Q: What was the best and worst experience on your trip? 

A: The best thing for me as a kid was a trampoline directly over the ocean and now I would say  

     meeting all the new people. The worst experience was when I forgot my passport but they still let 

     me into the country. Afterwards I had to get a new one there that was a little stressful.  

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Do you have a special moment of your trip that you want to share with us? 

A: I would say all the trips together are my special moment so there is no specific one. 

Q: Which local drink or food should you definitely try? 

A: What I really like is a dish with coffee but you can also make it with milk. So you first put coffee in 

      the plate and after that you put polenta in it and it tastes so good. Another thing I would 

      recommend is a special type of chocolate drink which tastes like a thick pudding.  

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

A: I would definitely recommend a car to explore the beautiful nature, but I trains are also a good 

     option.  

Q: Where is the best place to party and where to find out about upcoming events? 

A: I never was there personally but the Novalja and the party area Zrce are really famous. To find out 

     about upcoming events you can simply use google and Facebook or talk to others in your age.  

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

A: I would recommend to always have cash on you and not really rely on cards. You should also 

     watch out where to change your money because the exchange rates can differ a lot.  

Q: What were your language skills like and did they improve during your stay?  

A: They actually improved a little bit, because I stayed there for a few times, but I would say this 

     would also be the case in another country.  
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T H A I L A N D 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Deniz Bican 

Time of travel: January 2020 – March 2020  

Destination: Southeast Asia 

Traveled alone: no, with a friend 

Trip in 3 words: joy – clarity – freedom  

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Hello Deniz, where have you been, with whom and why? 

D: I knew even before I started my A-levels that I wanted to travel afterwards. I went with a 

     friend of mine. We went to different countries in Southeast Asia, Thailand was one of 

     them. We went to Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Pai, Ko Tao, Ko Pha-ngan and Ko 

     Samui. The reason was because I wanted to see the world with my own eyes - before that, I 

     had only heard from my brothers how nice their time abroad was. 

Q: Nice, and which of the places you have visited would you recommend? 

D: It is difficult because everything has its own characteristics. Bangkok is very hectic and 

     oppressive at the beginning, so it takes two or three days to get used to it. However, if you 

     like parties and the hustle and bustle, you should go there. Chiang Mai is quieter  

     and has a breathtaking landscape. Pai is easy to reach by bus from Chiang Mai. Pai is also 

     called the ''stoner village'' and is a mini version of Chiang Mai, meaning: lots of nature, 

     little noise, but still, plenty of tourists. The islands themselves are not much different. Each 

     has a viewing platform and stunning beaches. 

Q: and what do you think is the reason so many people are travelling to Thailand? 

D: Thailand offers everything. It cannot be compared to western culture and is therefore a 

     new experience. The many temples, mountains, history, and way of life of the people have 

     something of their own. 

Q: What is different to Germany and what is similar?  

D: There are no similarities in my opinion. I realized that, After I got on the Lufthansa plane 

     and had the German society around me again. The people in Thailand live from day to 

     day because they are not as privileged as we are. For them, simple things are enough to 

     make them happy, and they are also very obliging. The biggest difference is probably faith. 

     Thailand is influenced by Buddhism. 

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students save money in this country? 

D: Thailand is very cheap compared to countries in Europe. I always recommend hostels. 

     Also, I would only eat local food there, and not start going to cafes or restaurants from 

     Europe. What is also very important: bargain! If you are at a bazar or street market, don't 

     accept the first price. You also have to be careful when taking a taxi. Many want to rip off 
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     the tourists. Always ask for the taximeter before getting in, if they refuse then just take the 

     next taxi. There are plenty 

Q: What is an easy way to get to know new people? And which places would you recommend 

     for students? 

D: Hostels. Thailand is a tourist destination, so there are a lot of international people of the 

     same age. Socializing in Thailand is probably the easiest thing to do. In Bangkok, there is 

     the Khao san Road. If you want to experience a lively street that never rests, you are in 

     good hands there. What happens there is unique and everyone decides for themselves how 

     far they want to go. Otherwise, I recommend every place listed above. 

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything differently? 

D:  Sometimes we were travelling too fast and didn't enjoy the place at all but drove from 

      village to village. in retrospect, I would probably approach everything in a more relaxed 

      way. Otherwise, there is nothing I regret. 

Q: What was the best and worst experience on your trip? 

D: I had many nice moments. in Chiang Mai we bathed, cleaned, and fed elephants. In Pai I 

     had the pleasure of receiving individual training in Thai boxing. This was something 

     special for me, because I had already trained in Germany, but since Thailand I have a 

     different view towards this martial art. There, it is literally part of life, not just something 

     that is done on the side. But the best moment was when I got my diving license on Ko Tao. 

.    For one dive, you enter another world and forget everything around you. The only thing 

     you hear is your own breath. There is nothing more relaxing than diving. my worst 

     experience was probably the food poisoning I got in Pai. 

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: Which local drink shouldn’t we miss out and what food should we try? 

D: I think 90% of my diet in Thailand consisted of Papaya salad and Pad Thai or fried rice. 

     Try it and you'll understand why. Thai cuisine is outstanding so don't start with pizza or 

     anything like that. If you like soups, there are plenty too - e.g. Khao Soi. For drinking, I 

     would recommend the fresh smoothies, but you have to be careful. They usually use ice 

     cubes with the water that comes out of their tap - which is dirty. So, it's best to order 

     without ice cubes if you don't want to risk anything. 

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

D:  Yes, absolutely. Shops like 7/11 (a supermarket) accept cards. Even in the bigger towns 

      you can usually pay with a card, but there are also many places or family shops that don't 

      accept cards. So, it's best to always have some cash with you. By the way, learn what 

      hello, thank you and goodbye means, they are happy if you make the effort to speak their 

      language. 

 

 



 

 
67 

C O S T A – R I C A 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

  

Report by: Damjan Zec  

Time of travel: April 2022  

Destination: Costa Rica  

Traveled alone: no (with friends)  

Trip in 3 words: adventure – hyped – puravida 
 

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

  

Q: Where have you been, when, with who, why?  

  

D: In 2022 me and 2 friends visited Costa Rica. We stayed there for about 3 weeks and went 

     to a lot of different places.  

  

Q: Which places have you visited and would you recommend them?  

  

D: We visited San Jose, Manuel Antonio, Corcovado, Jaco, La Fortuna and Santa Teresa.  

      I definitely would recommend to visit Manuel Antonio, Corcovado and Santa Teresa. 

     These places have really beautiful beaches and jungles but also a lot of young travelers 

     stay there. Furthermore, I would recommend to bath in the hot springs of La Fortuna.   

  

Q: Why is it worth it to travel to this country?  

  

D: Costa Rica is one of the most beautiful countries in the world with a lot of beaches, 

     volcanos, jungles, and wildlife. The people there are also very friendly and warmhearted.  

  

Q: What makes the country special?  

  

D: In comparison to other south American countries Costa Rica is one of the most advanced 

     ones. Furthermore, the unique nature and people make it really special.  

  

Q: What is different to Germany and what is surprisingly similar?   

  

D: I would say the the people there are much more open and friendly to strangers. The traffic 

     is also a lot more chaotic than in Germany but public transportation still works better. I 

     couldn’t recognize any similarities.     

  

T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O NS 

  
Q: How can students’ safe money in this country?  

  

D: First of all, stay in Hostels not Hotels. Furthermore, use Uber instead of the taxis and 

     finally eat in local Sodas. These restaurants are a lot cheaper and taste delicious.   

  

 

Q: What is an easy way to get to know people?  
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D: You can basically get to know people everywhere. Everyone is extremely open and 

     friendly so just start a conversation at the beach or in the Soda.  

  

Q: Which places would you recommend especially for students?  

  

D: For students I would especially recommend Santa Teresa. It was a small fisher village but 

     now-days there are just a lot of students and young people who want to have a good 

     time.   

  

Q: Looking back, would you have done anything different?  

  

D: Looking back I would have stayed longer at some places since we just where there for 2-3 

     nights. Furthermore, I would have visited Tamarindo which is a known place for good 

     parties and a lot of young people.   

  

Q: What was the best and worst experience on your trip?  

  

D: The best experience was when me and my friends arrived in Santa Teresa and went to the 

     beach. It was really magical because of the unique mood. Everyone was dancing, music 

     was playing and the sunset was breathtaking. The worst experience was when we almost 

     missed our flight because the Deutsche Bahn was 3 hours late.  

  

M O R E – S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

  
Q: Do you have a special moment of your trip that you want to share with us?  

  

D: After we drove 2 hours with a bus to a small village and after that 2 hours with boats to 

     Corcovado we finally arrived at a hostel in the middle of nowhere. We had our own private 

     beach and enjoyed the beautiful sunset.   

  

Q: Which local drink or food should you definitely try?  

  

D: You should definitely try the local beer called Imperial. Furthermore I would recommend 

      to try Ceviche, Chicharones and of course casados.   

  

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B?  

  

D: I would recommend to use the bus as much as possible because it is extremely cheap. If  

     there is no bus available just use uber.   

  

Q: Where is the best place to party and where to find out about upcoming events?  

  

D: Costa Rica is a very small country with small villages, so it is really easy to find out where 

the party is. Furthermore, I would recommend to go Tamarindo since it is known for its 

parties.  
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Z A N Z I B A R 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Report by: Nico Kläger 

Time of travel: Winter 2017 

Destination: Zanzibar 

Travelled alone: No (With family) 

Trip in 3 words: Exciting – Relaxed – Hot 

G E N E R A L – I N F O R M A T I O N 

Q: Hello Nico, thank you for your time! Let´s start directly with the interview and the first 

     question. Where have you been and why? 

N: I flew to Zanzibar with my family in winter 2017 for a holiday. The reason for this 

     destination was that we wanted to go somewhere warm in winter. We stayed in an all- 

     inclusive hotel for a fortnight. Zanzibar is an island in Africa right next to Tanzania.  

Q: Interesting! Zanzibar is not an everyday holiday destination for us Germans, but it 

     certainly has many beautiful places. What would you recommend most? 

N: Yes, we wanted to try something unusual and it was definitely worth it. Zanzibar has many 

     beautiful places. There are many unique beaches, but the one that stood out was 

     Nakupenda beach. You can only reach this place by boat because it is a small island, away 

     from the mainland. The capital Stone Town is also worth a visit. The city is very lively 

     with a lot of history. The city market is also a must-see. There is so much going on and so 

     much exotic fruit on offer. 

Q: Sounds great, what do you think is special about Zanzibar? 

N: There are many things that make Zanzibar special. For one thing, the nature, there are so 

     many beautiful white sandy beaches and the water is turquoise blue and has a very pleasant 

     temperature. Furthermore, the people are also very special. Right next to our hotel lived a 

     tribe who were responsible for the security of the hotel. The tribesmen gave themselves 

     names that were easy to remember, such as McDonalds. I find it impressive how happy the 

     people are, although there is great poverty there. 

Q: Would you say that there are more differences than similarities compared to Germany? 

N: Logically, there are clearly more differences than similarities. I can't think of any 

     similarities at all off the top of my head. The most obvious difference is the climate and 

     nature. Since Zanzibar is located in the southeast of Africa, the temperatures are much 

     higher than in Germany. In Germany there is no desert and no turquoise sea. Furthermore, 

     the life of the locals looks completely different. People live in much poorer circumstances, 

     most people have neither electricity nor running water. Most are still dependent on 

     agriculture and fishing. 
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T I P S & R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Q: How can students save money there? 

N: As far as I know, there is no university in Zanzibar, so there are no student discounts 

     anywhere. Because the country is so poor, food is very cheap. If you still want to save 

     money, I would recommend going to the city market. There you can find fresh fruit and 

     fish at a cheaper price than in the shops. However, I would not recommend buying meat 

     there, as it is often in the blazing sun and you don't know how long it has been there. 

Q: What is the best way to meet new people? 

N: It's difficult for me to answer this question because we were in the hotel most of the time. 

     One possibility that I have experienced myself is to play football with the locals. The 

     people are all very football-mad but often they don't even have enough money to afford a 

     proper ball. Therefore, they are happy if you get a ball and play with them.  

Q: Looking back, what would you have done differently? 

N: I regretted not bringing bathing shoes because there were a lot of sea urchins and you had 

     to be careful not to step in one. Furthermore, I should have applied more lotion, especially 

     at the beginning, as my skin was not yet used to the strong rays of the sun. 

Q: You must have had many wonderful experiences, but what was the best for you? And were 

     there any bad experiences? 

N: I have had many wonderful experiences, it is difficult for me to choose the best one. One 

     very cool experience was the strong tide. Every morning the sea receded very strongly and 

     you could walk several hundred metres into the sea. Around noon, the water came back 

     again. Another great experience was jet skiing. It is very expensive but definitely an 

     activity you have to do. The last highlight was snorkelling in a beautiful coral reef. We saw 

     many colourful fish and even a huge sea turtle. Probably the worst experience of the 

     holiday was the fall with the scooter. We rented scooters and rode along the beach, which 

     was actually very cool except for the fall. 

M O R E - S P E C I F I C – Q U E S T I O N S 

Q: What is the best way to get from A to B? 

N: Public transport is almost non-existent in Zanzibar. There are very few buses or other 

     means of transport. It may be best to rent a car, as this will take you to places that cannot 

     be reached by public transport. 

Q: Is it recommended to take cash with you? 

N: I wouldn't take a lot of money, especially if you go to the market in Stone Town. It's very 

     crowded and you might get your wallet or other stuff stolen. 

Q: Which local drink or food shouldn´t you miss out? 

N: A very tasty and popular street food is Katlesi. The small balls consist mainly of potatoes 

     and minced meat. The food is also perfect for parties or when sitting together with friends. 

 



,,Jobs fill your pockets,



adventures fill yoursoul.''



Why should you travel?

Travelling opens your eyes to a completely different
and new world.

 
Travelling trains your perception of foreign,

different cultures and people.
 

Travelling is the best education you can get.
 

Travelling shows you how unfair the world can be.
 

Travelling is a life task, no journey is like the one
before, every journey is unique and unrepeatable.

Enjoy the moment.


